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IHS: 262-7 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR: Recipients of Aviation Safety Reporting System Data 
 
SUBJECT: Data Derived from ASRS Reports 
 
The attached material is furnished pursuant to a request for data from the NASA Aviation 
Safety Reporting System (ASRS). Recipients of this material are reminded of the 
following points, which must be considered when evaluating these data. 
 
ASRS reports are submitted voluntarily. The existence in the ASRS database of reports 
concerning a specific topic cannot, therefore, be used to infer the prevalence of that 
problem within the National Airspace System. 
 
Reports submitted to ASRS may be amplified by further contact with the individual who 
submitted them, but the information provided by the reporter is not investigated further. 
Such information may or may not be correct in any or all respects. At best, it represents 
the perception of a specific individual who may or may not understand all of the factors 
involved in a given issue or event. 
 
After preliminary processing, all ASRS reports are de-identified. Following de- 
identification, there is no way to identify the individual who submitted a report. All 
ASRS report processing systems are designed to protect identifying information 
submitted by reports, such as, names, company affiliations, and specific times of incident 
occurrence. There is, therefore, no way to verify information submitted in an ASRS 
report after it has been de- identified. 
 
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration and its ASRS contractor, Battelle 
Memorial Institute, specifically disclaim any responsibility for any interpretation which 
may be made by others of any material or data furnished by NASA in response to queries 
of the ASRS database and related materials. 
 

 
 
Linda J. Connell, Director 
Aviation Safety Reporting System 



CAVEAT REGARDING STATISTICAL USE OF ASRS INFORMATION 
 
Certain caveats apply to the use of ASRS statistical data. All ASRS reports are 
voluntarily submitted, and thus cannot be considered a measured random sample of the 
full population of like events. For example, we receive several thousand altitude 
deviation reports each year. This number may comprise over half of all the altitude 
deviations that occur, or it may be just a small fraction of total occurrences. 
 
Moreover, not all pilots, controllers, air carriers, or other participants in the aviation 
system, are equally aware of the ASRS or equally willing to report to us. Thus, the data 
reflect reporting biases. These biases, which are not fully known or measurable, may 
influence ASRS statistics. A safety problem such as near midair collisions (NMACs) may 
appear to be more highly concentrated in area “A” than area “B” simply because the 
airmen who operate in area “A” are more supportive of the ASRS program and more 
inclined to report to us should an NMAC occur. 
 
One thing that can be known from ASRS statistics is that they represent the lower 
measure of the true number of such events that are occurring. For example, if ASRS 
receives 881 reports of track deviations in 1999 (this number is purely hypothetical), then 
it can be known with some certainty that at least 881 such events have occurred in 1999. 
 
Because of these statistical limitations, we believe that the real power of ASRS lies in 
the report narratives. Here pilots, controllers, and others, tell us about aviation safety 
incidents and situations in detail. They explain what happened, and more importantly, 
why it happened. The values of these narrative reports lie in their qualitative nature. 
Using report narratives effectively requires an extra measure of study, but the knowledge 
derived is well worth the added effort. 
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ACN: 538069

Time
Date : 200202
Day : Fri
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : SAC.Airport
State Reference : CA

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : SAC.Tower
Make Model : Jet Ranger/Kiowa
Mission.Other : AERIAL SURVEY
Flight Phase.Cruise : Holding

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 4600
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 50
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 2300
ASRS Report : 538069

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 3
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Exited Penetrated Airspace

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Environmental Factor
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
Problem Areas : Passenger Human Performance
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Narrative :
DURING AERIAL SURVEY (PART 91) PLT, TRYING TO FOLLOW RAPIDLY CHANGING INSTRUCTIONS FROM 
PAX AS TO WHICH DIRECTION THEY WANTED TO GO, WAS ASKED TO TURN E TOWARD SAC. AT 5 MI OUT I 
CONTACTED TWR TO ASK FOR TRANSITION THROUGH SAC CLASS D. AS TWR BEGAN REPLY WITH ACFT 
CALL SIGN, PAX BEGAN TALKING AND DROWNED OUT TWR INSTRUCTIONS. PLT THEN CUT OFF PAX MIKES 
AND CALLED TWR FOR REPETITION OF INSTRUCTIONS. TWR ASKED FOR ACFT POS AGAIN, THAT ACFT 
HADN'T BEEN CLRED IN. PLT BEGAN TIGHT, LOW LEVEL HOLDING ORBIT AT THAT TIME 3.5-4 MI FROM SAC 
TILL BOTH TWR AND ACFT CONFIRMED COMS AND ACFT INSTRUCTIONS. PAX WERE KEPT SILENT 
THROUGHOUT SHORT PERIOD OF CONFUSION. NO OTHER ACFT IN VICINITY. PLT MISUNDERSTOOD THAT 
TWR HADN'T CLRED ACFT INTO CLASS D. HUMAN PERFORMANCE CONSIDERATIONS: IN FUTURE WILL 
LEAVE VHF AUDIO ON FOR PAX SO THEY KNOW TO KEEP QUIET. CORRECTIVE ACTIONS: PLT COMPLIED 
WITH ALL INSTRUCTIONS FROM TWR AND TOOK OWN INITIATIVE TO AVOID CAUSING UNSAFE SIT FOR 
TWR. THINK THAT FOR TWR EXTENT OF PROB WAS THAT FOR A MOMENT IT DIDN'T KNOW EXACT 
LOCATION OF THIS ACFT. IDENT AND LOCATION OF ACFT WAS QUICKLY ESTABLISHED BY BOTH PARTIES. 
PAX WERE BRIEFED AHEAD OF TIME NOT TO TALK WHILE PLT WAS IN COMS WITH ATC. ON ONE HAND, 
HELI PLTS FLYING LOW AND SLOW TRY TO AVOID ADDING TO COMS LOAD OF ATC IF WE CAN STAY OUT OF 
THEIR AIRSPACE. NORMALLY ON XCOUNTRY FLT PLT WOULD NORMALLY CALL UP TWR 10 MI OUT. 
TODAY'S FLT INVOLVED RAPID AND NUMEROUS COURSE CHANGES WHICH WOULD HAVE ADDED TO 
TWR'S BURDEN IF WE'D CHKED IN BEFORE IT WAS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. APPRECIATE TWR'S 
PATIENCE. CTLR WAS PROFESSIONAL AND COMPETENT.

Synopsis : 
AN AERIAL SURVEY HELI PLT ENTERS THE FRINGE OF THE CLASS D OF SAC PRIOR TO RECEIVING CLRNC 
DUE TO PAX NOISE LEVELS IN COCKPIT NEAR SAC, CA.
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ACN: 538725

Time
Date : 200202
Day : Tue
Local Time Of Day : 1801 To 2400

Place
State Reference : US

Environment
Flight Conditions : Marginal
Ceiling.Single Value : 1200

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.ARTCC : ZZZ.ARTCC
Make Model : Bell Helicopter Textron Undifferentiated or Other Model
Mission : Ambulance

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.ARTCC : ZZZ.ARTCC
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Carrier
Make Model : Commercial Fixed Wing
Mission : Passenger

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 7500
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 50
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 210
ASRS Report : 538725

Person / 6
Function.Controller : Radar

Person / 5
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Diverted To Another Airport
Resolutory Action.Controller : Issued New Clearance

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Environmental Factor
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
Problem Areas : Weather
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Narrative :
WE HAD FLOWN 52 MINS TO A MINE AND BEEN ON SCENE FOR 23 MINS BEFORE THE START OF THIS LEG. 
WE (MYSELF, 1 NURSE AND 1 PARAMEDIC) HAD PICKED UP A PATIENT AND WERE ENRTE TO THE 
HOSPITAL. ABOUT 2 MINS AFTER TKOF, I CROSSED A RIDGE AT APPROX 300 FT AGL AND 60 KTS ON A 
WESTERLY HEADING. AS THE GND DROPPED STEEPLY AWAY, I LOST VISUAL CONTACT WITH THE GND. 
THE COMBINATION OF A LIGHT SNOW FALLING, SNOW COVERED TERRAIN AND LOW ILLUMINATION 
PRODUCED A 'WHITEOUT' SIT IN WHICH I HAD NO VISIBLE HORIZON AND NO VISUAL CONTACT WITH THE 
SURFACE. I FELT THAT MY ONLY CHOICE WAS TO COMMIT TO AN INADVERTENT IMC PLAN. I CHOSE THIS 
OPTION BASED ON MY TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE. (I CURRENTLY FLY HELICOPTERS AND ROUTINELY 
PRACTICE INADVERTENT IMC AS WELL AS IFR FLT.) I ALREADY HAD A GPS COURSE PLOTTED DIRECT TO 
THE HOSPITAL. I LEVELED THE ACFT, APPLIED CLB PWR AND CLBED ON COURSE. I TUNED 121.5 AND 
CALLED FOR ANY STATION. AN ACR X ACKNOWLEDGED. I INFORMED THEM THAT I WAS INADVERTENT IMC 
AND ASKED FOR THE CTR FREQ FOR THAT AREA. THEY CALLED BACK WITH THE FREQ, WHICH I TUNED 
AND CONTACTED CTR. CTR PROVIDED ME WITH A SQUAWK, IDENTED ME AND PROVIDED A VECTOR. 
DURING THIS TIME, I HAD THE MEDICAL CREW PROVIDE ME WITH OXYGEN VIA A NASAL CANNULA AT 15 
LITERS PER MIN TO HELP PREVENT HYPOXIA. I ALSO CONTINUED MY CLB TO 12500 FT MSL, KNOWING 
THAT I WOULD REMAIN CLR OF LCL TERRAIN AT THIS ALT. AFTER CHKING WX AT DEST (3800 FT OVCST I 
THINK) AND ZZZ (8000 FT BROKEN), I ELECTED TO GO TO ZZZ. THE CTR PROVIDED A VECTOR TO ZZZ AND I 
SET ZZZ ARPT IN THE GPS NAV. THE FLT PROCEEDED NORMALLY WITH CTR LETTING ME DOWN TO 11000 
FT MSL ABOUT 30 MI FROM ZZZ. AT ABOUT 15 MI W OF ZZZ, I ENCOUNTERED VFR CONDITIONS, INFORMED 
CTR, AND BEGAN MY DSCNT. I ESTIMATE THAT I SPENT ABOUT 35 MINS ABOVE 10000 FT. WE CONTINUED 
TO THE HOSPITAL AND DROPPED OUR PATIENT AS NORMAL. I DEPARTED THE HOSPITAL AND LANDED AT 
ZZZ ARPT WITH ABOUT 1 HR AND 10 MINS OF FUEL ONBOARD. THE WX ENRTE TO THE SCENE STARTED 
WITH AT LEAST 8000 FT MSL CEILINGS AND NO SNOW. WE ENCOUNTERED SNOW AND LOWERING 
CEILINGS ABOUT 20 MI SE OF THE MINE. VISIBILITY DROPPED TO 3-4 MI AND APPROX 2000 FT AGL 
CEILINGS AS WE APCHED THE MINE.

Synopsis : 
A HELI PLT, WHILE ON AN 'EMER MEDICAL SVC' MISSION, ENTERED 'IMC' WITH NO IFR FLT PLAN.
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ACN: 539035

Time
Date : 200201
Day : Mon
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : BCT.Airport
State Reference : FL

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Robinson R22
Mission : Pleasure

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 170
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 30
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 170
ASRS Report : 539035

Person / 4
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 4

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
Problem Areas : Weather
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Narrative :
I WAS FLYING AN R22 HELI AND WAS IN THE AREA OF BOCA RATON, FL. THE WX WAS FORECAST TO BE 
CLR AND WINDY, BUT I HAD ENCOUNTERED LIGHT TO MODERATE TURB. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RHC 
FLT MANUAL, I WAS SEEING A SAFE LNDG SPOT AND DECIDED TO GO TO BOCA RATON ARPT WHICH WAS 
ABOUT 7-8 MI AWAY. SINCE I DID NOT WANT TO LET GO OF THE FLT CTLS, I ASKED THE PAX TO TRY AND 
TUNE THE CORRECT FREQ FOR THE ARPT. HE HAD SOME DIFFICULTY SINCE HE WAS NOT A PLT. AFTER 
HE FINALLY GOT THE CORRECT FREQ, I MADE SEVERAL CALLS TO THE TWR, BUT RECEIVED NO ANSWER. 
I DECIDED TO LAND THERE BECAUSE I FELT THAT THE TURB WOULD NOT SUBSIDE. AFTER I LANDED, I 
SENT THE PAX TO THE TWR TO ADVISE THEM OF MY SIT, IF ANYONE WAS THERE. IT WAS AT THIS POINT 
THAT AGENTS FROM THE GOV CAME UP TO US AND DEMANDED MY PLT'S LICENSE.

Synopsis : 
R22 PLT ENTERED ARPT CLASS D AIRSPACE WITHOUT CLRNC AND THEN LWOC.
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ACN: 539257

Time
Date : 200202
Day : Sun
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 4000

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.TRACON : ZZZ.TRACON
Controlling Facilities.Tower : ZZZ.Tower
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Ambulance
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 2337
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 71
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 54
ASRS Report : 539257

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : First Officer

Person / 3
Function.Oversight : Supervisor

Person / 5
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Independent Detector.Aircraft Equipment.Other Aircraft Equipment : CHIPS DETECTOR GEARBOX WARNING LIGHT
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Landed In Emergency Condition
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft
Problem Areas : Company
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
Problem Areas : Maintenance Human Performance
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Narrative :
ON THIS DATE AT OR ABOUT XA30 WE WERE DISPATCHED TO A SCENE MISSION S OF ZZZ NEAR ZZZ1. WE 
HAD JUST COMPLETED A FLT WITHOUT INCIDENT AND WERE REQUESTED FROM DISPATCH WHILE STILL 
AT HOSPITAL. WE FUELED AND DEPARTED TO THE S TOWARD THE SCENE. WE APCHED THE FACILITY AND 
TWR HANDED US OFF TO DEP. WE WERE IN LEVEL FLT 4000 FT PRESSURE ALT, 85% TORQUE, AND 120 KTS 
INDICATED. MY PLAN WAS TO SKIRT AROUND THE W SIDE. JUST AFTER BEING HANDED OFF FROM DEP 
AND APPROX 1-2 MI S OF THE FACILITY, THE #1 ENG CHIPS GEAR BOX LIGHT ILLUMINATED. THE PWR WAS 
REDUCED AND AN INITIAL SCAN OF THE GAUGES LOOKED NORMAL OR IN THE GREEN, NOTHING THAT 
CAUGHT MY EYE. MY INITIAL THOUGHT WAS TO LAND THE ACFT THERE BUT THINKING THE ARPT WAS 
CLOSE (APPROX 5-7 MI) I HEADED FOR THE ARPT. AT THIS POINT I TOOK THE #1 ENG TO IDLE AND 
FURTHER REDUCED THE PWR. MAX BEEP COULD NOT BE OBTAINED -- IT MAINTAINED IN THE LOW GREEN 
ON THE #2 ENG. LEVEL FLT WAS MAINTAINED AND THE ENG WAS THEN SHUT DOWN. THIS WAS JUST S OF 
THE FACILITY. I TALKED OUT LOUD ABOUT LNDG AT FBO AND THE CREW ASKED WHY WE COULDN'T AND I 
TOLD THEM THEY WEREN'T ON OUR TICKET, AND PROBABLY DIDN'T THINK THERE WAS A MECH 
AVAILABLE. MY THOUGHTS UPON PASSING THE FACILITY AND THE HILL WAS IT HADN'T BEEN A GOOD IDEA 
THAT I HAD SHUT THE ENG DOWN AND TRIED A RESTART. THE #1 START BUTTON WAS PRESSED AND THE 
START LIGHT ILLUMINATED, THE HG/NP OR MGT DID NOT RISE WITHIN THE FIRST 5-10 SECONDS OF THE 
SEQUENCE AS IN A NORMAL START. AFTER APPROX 15 AND STILL NO RISE THE START DISENGAGE 
BUTTON WAS PRESSED. GIVING TIME FOR POSSIBLE STARTED WIND DOWN APPROX 15 SECONDS I AGAIN 
TRIED TO RESTART THE #1 ENG WITH THE SAME RESULTS. ATIS RPTED THE WINDS VARIABLE AT 4 KTS 
AND THE LNDG DIRECTION RWY X. COMING ABEAM THE NUMBER, I TURNED TOWARD THE HANGAR 
FOLLOWING THE GENERAL DIRECTION OF THE TXWY AND ALSO XING THE DIRT BTWN. I HAD INITIATED A 
SHALLOW APCH FOR LNDG AND HAD TOLD THE CREW THAT WE MAY START WALLOWING AND TO BARE 
WITH ME. AIRSPD WAS STILL ABOUT 30 KTS AND 50 FT AGL, AS WE APCHED 10-20 FT AGL AND PROBABLY 
20 KTS THE LOW RPM AUDIO AND LIGHT CAME ON AND THE ACFT STARTED TO SETTLE OVER THE DIRT. 
TORQUE I REMEMBER WAS SET BTWN 90-100% AND A RUN ON LNDG WAS PERFORMED TO THE DIRT, ALL 
CREW MEMBERS SAID THEY WERE FINE/OK. I CONTACTED TWR AND NOTIFIED THEM THAT WE HAD 
LANDED IN THE DIRT BTWN THE TXWYS AND WOULD HAVE TO REMAIN THERE. THEY THEN ASKED IF WE 
NEEDED ASSISTANCE AND I REPLIED NO. I ASKED IF THE ACFT COULD REMAIN THERE TILL MAINT COULD 
MOVE IT FROM THE DIRT AND THEY REPLIED THAT WAS ALRIGHT. I MADE A CALL TO SUPVR AND 
EXPLAINED THE INCIDENT, THEN SOON CALLED DISPATCH. I AGAIN TRIED TO START THE #1 ENG WITH NO 
RESULTS. FOUND SPOT LIGHT TURN OFF AND LYING UNDER L AFT SIDE OF ACFT. EXTRA: TRYING TO 
RECALL THE INCIDENT AND WHAT WAS SEEN OR HEARD, I REMEMBER THAT THE TORQUE WAS SET BTWN 
90-100% ON #2, THE NOISE OR SOUNDS WERE NOT UNCOMMON OF A NORMAL SHUTDOWN WHEN HAVING 
TO CTR THE CYCLIC TO STOP THE XMISSION FROM ROCKING THE MOUNTS UPON LNDG AND SHUTDOWN. I 
CANNOT REMEMBER ANY FURTHER DETAILS. CALLBACK CONVERSATION WITH RPTR REVEALED THE 
FOLLOWING INFO: RPTR INDICATED THE ENG INVOLVED HAD RECENTLY BEEN OVERHAULED, AND NEWLY 
INSTALLED ON THE ACFT. SEVERAL PREVIOUS CHIP DETECTOR WARNING LIGHTS HAD BEEN RECEIVED, 
AND LISTED AS MAINT DISCREPANCIES. MAINT WAS UNABLE TO DETERMINE WHAT WAS CAUSING THE 
WARNING. MAINT FINALLY REPLACED THE ENG AT THIS TIME. THE EMS OPERATOR WAS UNDER 
CONTRACT TO THE HOSPITAL. THEY HAVE HAD 2 PREVIOUS ACCIDENTS IN A SHORT SPACE OF TIME. 
AFTER THIS INCIDENT, ALL PLTS WERE FIRED AND A NEW STAFF WAS HIRED. THROW THE BABY OUT WITH 
THE BATH WATER APCH TO MGMNT.

Synopsis : 
EMS HELI PLT HAD A TURBINE ENG GEAR BOX FAILURE ON A TWIN ENG ACFT.
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ACN: 539404

Time
Date : 200203
Day : Fri
Local Time Of Day : 1801 To 2400

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US

Environment
Flight Conditions : Mixed
Ceiling.Bound Lower : 600
Ceiling.Bound Upper : 2000

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.TRACON : ZZZ.TRACON
Controlling Facilities.Tower : ZZZ.Tower
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Passenger
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 2350
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 37
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 100
ASRS Report : 539404

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Approach

Person / 4
Function.Controller : Local

Person / 5
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Company Policies
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Diverted To Alternate
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Landed As Precaution
Resolutory Action.Controller : Provided Flight Assist

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Company
Problem Areas : Environmental Factor
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
Problem Areas : Weather
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Narrative :
I AM A PLT OF A BELL HELI AND DROPPED OFF A PATIENT AT XXX HOSPITAL IN XXX CITY UNDER PART 135. 
WHEN I LANDED THERE THE VISIBILITY WAS 10 MI AND THE CEILING AROUND 7000 FT. WE WERE AT THE 
HOSPITAL FOR ABOUT 45 MINS. BY THIS TIME IT IS DARK OUTSIDE AND STARTING TO SNOW. IT IS STILL 
VFR AND THE XXX ASOS SAID 3 MI AND 1900 FT CEILING. THE MEDICAL CREW (3 ON THIS FLT) AND I TOOK 
OFF HEADING E TOWARDS ZZZ TO OUR HOME BASE IN YYY, US, WHICH IS ABOUT 9 MI ENE OF THE ZZZ 
ARPT. THE VISIBILITY PROGRESSIVELY GOT WORSE BUT THE ZZZ ARPT WAS RPTING 5 MI AND CEILING 
WELL ABOVE 1000 FT. I CAN'T REMEMBER THE CEILING ALT BUT THEY WERE VFR. IT GOT TO THE POINT 
WHERE THE SNOW GOT HVY AND I COULD NOT SEE IN FRONT ANYMORE BUT WE COULD STILL SEE THE 
OCCASIONAL LIGHTS BELOW US. I CALLED UP ZZZ APCH, I THINK, ABOUT 25 MI NW OF THEM BUT I'M NOT 
SURE. AT THIS POINT I'M PRETTY NERVOUS FROM THE SHOCK OF INADVERTENT IMC. I ADVISE THEM I 
WAS NOW IN IMC AND NEEDED THEIR ASSISTANCE. THEY WANTED TO GIVE ME AN IFR CLRNC BUT I DID 
NOT THINK I COULD LEGALLY ACCEPT THAT DUE TO NOT BEING IFR CURRENT. WE PRACTICE IMC AND 
APCHS EACH QUARTER AND I AM INST RATED, JUST NOT CURRENT. WE ARE A VFR EMS PROGRAM. I 
CAN'T REMEMBER THE EXACT CONVERSATION OR THE ORDER AND WAS CONCENTRATING ON FLYING 
THE ACFT. ZZZ APCH GAVE ME A SPECIAL VFR INTO THE CLASS C AIRSPACE, I THOUGHT. THERE SEEMS 
TO BE SOME CONFUSION THERE. AT FIRST I WAS WANTING TO GET THE LIGHTED AREA OF THE CITY AND 
MAY BE ABLE TO MAKE IT BACK TO OUR BASE DUE TO THE VISIBILITY BEING BETTER THERE. BUT THE 
VISIBILITY CAME DOWN VERY QUICKLY WITH THE CEILING AND SNOW. ZZZ APCH SUGGESTED FOLLOWING 
THE LOC FOR RWY 9 AND THEN MAYBE PROCEEDING TO OUR BASE. I DECIDED NOT TO DO THAT AND 
REQUESTED THE ILS RWY 9 APCH BUT I DID NOT WANT TO CLB TO THE 2000 FT ALT DUE TO POSSIBLE 
ICING IN THE CLOUDS. I INITIALLY WAS AT 2000 FT WHEN I FIRST CALLED THEM BUT DROPPED TO 1500 FT 
DUE TO THE CEILING COMING DOWN AND POSSIBLE ICE. THEY GAVE ME RADAR VECTORS TO THE LOC 
FOR RWY 9. AT SOME POINT THEY SAID THE VISIBILITY WAS DOWN TO 1/4 TO 1/2 MI AND THE CEILING WAS 
DROPPING TO EITHER 600 OR 800 FT, I CAN'T BE SURE. THEY CANCELED MY SPECIAL VFR BUT DID NOT 
SAY WHY. I THINK IT WAS DUE TO THE VISIBILITY DROPPING BELOW THE 1 MI MINIMUM FOR HELI SVFR. 
NOW I AM IN IMC IN CTLED AIRSPACE, WITHOUT A CLRNC AND NOT INST CURRENT. I FOLLOWED THE LOC 
FOR RWY 9 AND LANDED. THE TWR TOLD ME TO GIVE THEM A CALL. I SHOULD HAVE DECLARED AN EMER. 
IN MY MIND I DID WHEN I CALLED FOR ASSISTANCE BUT DID NOT SAY IT VERBALLY.

Synopsis : 
IMC IN VFR FLT PERFORMED BY AN EMS PLT IN ROTARY WINGED TFC INCIDENT THAT REQUIRED A FLT 
ASSIST AND DIVERSION TO ALTERNSYR ARPT NEAR ZZZ, UNITED STATES.
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ACN: 540975

Time
Date : 200202
Day : Sun
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
State Reference : WA

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling.Single Value : 2000

Aircraft / 1
Make Model : AS 350 Astar/Ecureuil
Mission : Passenger

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 14000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 80
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 700
ASRS Report : 540975

Events
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Exited Adverse Environment

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft
Problem Areas : Environmental Factor
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance



Page 12

Narrative :
LANDED ON RIDGE SIDE OF CORNICE WITH BEAR PAWS ON SKIDS ALLOWING NOSE TO SINK IN DEEP NEW 
SNOW. SKIERS CHKED AVALANCHE HAZARD AND SKIED TO BOTTOM PICK-UP (ABOUT 30 MINS). AT TKOF, 
COULD NOT MOVE CYCLIC (ACFT ROTOR PITCH CTL) FORWARD. FELT LIKE SOLID CTL LOCK. COLLECTIVE 
PITCH (BLADE PITCH CTL) GAVE LIMITED CTL OF PITCH ATTITUDE OF HELI SO I HEADED FOR LOST RIVER 
AIRSTRIP TO ATTEMPT RUN ON LNDG. AFTER 10 MINS, THE LOCK DISAPPEARED AND I WAS ABLE TO LAND 
NORMALLY. MAINT CHANGED FORE AND AFT SERVO (MIXING UNITS) TO BE SURE BUT MY THEORY MAY 
HAVE MERIT, IE: LNDG WARM A-STAR IN DEEP SNOW WITH NOSE WAY DOWN ALLOWED SNOW TO SLIDE 
INTO BELLY PAN AND BEGIN TO MELT. SHUTTING DOWN ALLOWED SNOW TO REFREEZE WHERE IT 
INTERFERED WITH BELL CRANK, CTL LINKAGE OR WHATEVER. FLYING TOWARD AIRSTRIP ALLOWED ACFT 
TO WARM, MELTED ICE/SNOW WHICH DROPPED OUT OF HARMS WAY. WHILE BEAR PAWS HAVE LOTS OF 
FANS, THIS MAY BE AN ARGUMENT FOR FULL LENGTH SKIES. OTHERWISE, BE AWARE OF SNOW GETTING 
INTO BELLY PAN AND LAUNCH CAREFULLY. CHIEF PLT HANDED RPT TO NTSB.

Synopsis : 
PARTIAL CTL CAPABILITY WITH A JAMMED CYCLIC IN AN AS350 ROTARY WINGED ACFT CREATES THE 
NEED FOR A DIFFERENT APCH LNDG PROC DURING COLD WX OPS NEAR W12, WA.
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ACN: 541035

Time
Date : 200203
Day : Fri
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : TEB.Airport
State Reference : NJ
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 1800

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.TRACON : N90.TRACON
Controlling Facilities.Tower : TEB.Tower
Operator.General Aviation : Corporate
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Passenger

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 16000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 90
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 10000
ASRS Report : 541035

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : First Officer
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 5200
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 80
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 1800
ASRS Report : 541037

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Person / 4
Function.Controller : Departure

Person / 5
Function.Controller : Supervisor

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 3
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airspace Structure
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
PF GOT VFR CLRNC TO DEPART TEB ARPT ON THE ECHO RTE CLB TO 2000 FT FOR HDOF TO DEP. WE 
DEPARTED TEB ARPT OUTBOUND VIA ECHO RTE, WX WAS 2200 FT SCATTERED, AND 4 MI IN HAZE. THERE 
WAS A FOG BANK ALONG THE HUDSON RIVER GOING UP TO ABOUT 2000 FT. WE HAD JUST LANDED AT 
XA05 FLYING ABOVE THE FOG FROM THE E. I WAS CONCERNED WITH THE WX AND WANTED TO BE IN 
TOUCH WITH THE CLASS B AIRSPACE CTLR, SO I SWITCHED FREQS FROM TWR TO THE CLASS B 
AIRSPACE CTLR PRIOR TO BEING RELEASED BY TEB TWR AS WE APCHED THE CLASS B AIRSPACE. AFTER 
CONTACTING APCH, I RADIOED BACK TO TEB TWR TO INFORM THEM THAT I HAD LEFT THEIR FREQ TO 
CONTACT APCH. TWR REQUESTED A PHONE CALL UPON OUR LNDG. I SHOULD HAVE MAINTAINED 
CONTACT WITH TEB TWR AND USED THE SECOND RADIO TO CONTACT APCH, OR REQUESTED A XFER 
FROM TEB TWR. I CALLED THE TWR UPON LNDG AND THEY EXPLAINED THAT I HAD CONFUSED THEIR 
HDOF PROC BECAUSE WHEN I CONTACTED APCH THEY HAD NOT YET ACCEPTED THE HDOF. THEY SAID 
FOR ME TO BE PATIENT NEXT TIME AND WAIT FOR THE HDOF TO OCCUR. I WILL, OR I WILL USE THE 
OTHER RADIO TO CONTACT APCH.

Synopsis : 
CPR HELI CREW LEFT TWR COM WITHOUT A HDOF TO N90 IN NYC CLASS B AIRSPACE.
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ACN: 541879

Time
Date : 200202
Day : Fri
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
State Reference : PA
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 6000

Environment
Flight Conditions : IMC
Ceiling.Single Value : 2200

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.ARTCC : ZOB.ARTCC
Make Model : S-70 Black Hawk/Night Hawk/Sea Hawk
Mission : Training
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 2700
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 177
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 127
ASRS Report : 541879

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : First Officer

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Radar

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Clearance
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 3
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Returned To Intended or Assigned Course
Resolutory Action.Controller : Issued Alert

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
Problem Areas : Weather
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Narrative :
THIS EVENT OCCURRED ON MAR/XA/02 WHILE ACTING AS PIC IN A UH60 BLACKHAWK GOING FROM 
LBE-LCK. WE ORIGINALLY HAD FILED A VFR FLT PLAN, BUT WHILE SITTING AT IDLE ON THE RAMP AT LBE 
WE HAD TO FILE AN IFR FLT PLAN DUE TO SNOW SQUALLS. WHEN WE DEPARTED LBE WE WERE GIVEN 
RADAR VECTORS TO INTERCEPT V12 ON A HDG OF 290 DEGS AND CLB TO 6000 FT. WE TUNED AND 
IDENTED THE AGC VOR AND FLEW TO INTERCEPT. AS WE CONTINUED THE CDI ON MY HSI KEPT 
WAVERING BACK AND FORTH, SO I ELECTED TO FLY THE #1 NEEDLE ON MY RMI. WHEN THE #1 NEEDLE 
SHOWED A 277 DEG RADIAL, I MAINTAINED THE COURSE, BUT THE CDI WAS STILL WAVERING. AFTER 
SOME TIME PAST THE AGC VOR, ATC ASKED US IF WE WERE STILL ON AN ASSIGNED HDG. WE TOLD HIM 
NO, WE WERE ON V12. HE TOLD US WE WERE APPROX 6 MI S OF COURSE AND ASKED US OUR HDG. WE 
TOLD HIM IT WAS 277 DEGS, AND HE SAID THAT WAS OK. AT SOME POINT WE PUT IN THE CTW VOR TO 
SEE IF THERE WAS A PROB WITH OUR EQUIP OR THE VOR. WE SEEMED TO GET A BETTER SIGNAL AND 
BEGAN CORRECTING TO THE N. AT THIS POINT I THINK WE WERE ONLY ABOUT 20 MI W OF AGC VOR. WE 
WERE THEN TOLD WE WERE ABOUT 1/2 MI S OF COURSE. FINALLY SOMEWHERE IN THE VICINITY OF HLG 
VOR, WE WERE ABLE TO GET ON COURSE AND CONTINUE. AFTER GETTING HOME, I WAS TRYING TO 
FIGURE OUT WHAT HAPPENED AND WHY WE WERE SO FAR OFF COURSE, EVEN THOUGH THE #1 NEEDLE 
SHOWED ME ON COURSE. AFTER REFERRING TO THE DASH 10 POH I SAW WHAT I DID. I SITE 4 THINGS 
THAT CAUSED MY CONFUSION ENRTE: 1) LACK OF COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE OF THE COMMAND INST SYS 
IN THE UH60, 2) LACK OF EXPERIENCE OVERALL IN THE UH60, 3) A HABIT XFER, AND 4) POSSIBLY A WEAK 
SIGNAL FROM AGC VOR. OUR UNIT HAS RECENTLY TRANSITIONED TO THE UH60 BLACKHAWK FROM THE 
UH-1H HUEY. WHAT I HAD DONE WAS FLY THE RMI LIKE IN A HUEY, OR ANY OTHER ACFT FOR THAT 
MATTER (IE, #1 NEEDLE VOR, #2 NEEDLE ADF). IN THE HUEY WE'D USE THE #1 NEEDLE FOR SITUATIONAL 
AWARENESS OF WHERE THE COURSE WAS AND THEN TRANSITION TO THE COURSE INDICATOR IN WHICH 
THE RADIAL WAS SET WITH THE OBS. UNFORTUNATELY, IN THE UH60, THE #1 NEEDLE IS ALWAYS SET TO 
THE GPS/DOPPLER, THE #2 NEEDLE CAN BE SET TO EITHER THE VOR OR ADF. IN SUMMARY, BECAUSE OF 
A WEAK SIGNAL FROM AGC VOR, I ELECTED TO FLY THE RMI #1 NEEDLE (GPS/DOPPLER) AND ALTHOUGH I 
WAS FLYING THE 277 DEG RADIAL, IT WAS TO SOME OTHER POINT IN THE GPS (POSSIBLY CTW OR APE) 
WHICH CAUSED US NEVER TO REALLY INTERCEPT V12. WHAT IT HAD DONE WAS CAUSE US TO PARALLEL 
IT S OF COURSE. WHAT I SHOULD HAVE DONE WAS FOLLOW THE #2 NEEDLE WHICH WAS SET TO VOR 
MODE.

Synopsis : 
A MIL HELI CREW, ENRTE AT 6000 FT, DEVIATED FROM COURSE WHEN THEIR NAV DISPLAY EQUIP WAS 
MISINTERPED.
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ACN: 541883

Time
Date : 200203
Day : Fri
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : HUM.Airport
State Reference : LA

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : HUM.Tower
Operator.General Aviation : Corporate
Make Model : S-76/S-76 Mark Ii
Mission : Training

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 13000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 220
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 4200
ASRS Report : 541883

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : First Officer

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Combined Local

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 5
Resolutory Action.Controller : Issued Advisory
Resolutory Action.Controller : Issued New Clearance
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : FAA
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance



Page 18

Narrative :
WAS AT HUM ARPT PERFORMING INST AND NONSTANDARD FLT TRAINING WITH 2 COMPANY PLTS. TAXIED 
ACFT INTO FBO TO PICK UP AN EARLIER DROPPED OFF PLT UPON COMPLETION OF THIS TRAINING. ATC 
WAS USING TWR FREQ FOR BOTH TWR AND GND CTL. I ASKED PLT AT THE CTLS TO CALL FOR DEP. TWR 
GAVE HIM THE FOLLOWING CLRNC 'CLRED TO RWY 36.' AS PLT STARTED TO CROSS THE RWY HOLDING 
POS MARKINGS, HE WAS QUESTIONED IF HE HAD CLRNC TO TAXI ONTO THE RWY. TWR WAS THEN 
CALLED FOR TKOF, BUT AFTER THE MARKINGS WERE CROSSED. THERE WAS NO OTHER TFC AND TKOF 
CLRNC WAS RECEIVED. UPON ARR AT HOME BASE, I REVIEWED WITH THE PLT THE AIM PROCS 
CONCERNING ATC 'TAXI TO' CLRNCS. SPECIFICALLY, AIM 4-3-18 PARAGRAPH 5. IT WAS NOTED THAT ATC 
SHOULD NOT USE THE WORD 'CLRED' IN CONJUNCTION WITH AUTH FOR ACFT TO TAXI. THE USE OF THE 
WORD 'CLRED' IS WHAT CONFUSED THE PLT AT THE CTLS.

Synopsis : 
S76 PLT HAD A RWY INCURSION AFTER THE COMBINED ATCT LCL GND CTLR 'CLRED' HIM TO RWY 36 AT 
HUM.
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ACN: 542278

Time
Date : 200203
Day : Mon
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : GCN.Airport
State Reference : AZ

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling : CLR

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : GCN.Tower
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : Jet Ranger/Kiowa
Mission : Passenger

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.Tower : GCN.Tower
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Carrier
Flight Phase.Descent : Approach

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 3350
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 75
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 275
ASRS Report : 542278

Person / 2
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : Airborne Less Severe
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Clearance
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Required Legal Separation
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 3
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Executed Go Around
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact
Miss Distance.Vertical : 150
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 3000

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airspace Structure
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : Environmental Factor
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
APCHED GRAND CANYON NATIONAL ARPT FROM THE W. ATTEMPTED TO GET THE ATIS BEFORE FLYING 
OVER THE RANCH, BUT COULD NOT UNDERSTAND IT. THE PERSON THAT RECORDED IT HAD A THICK NEW 
ENGLAND ACCENT. CALLED THE TWR AT THE RANCH AND TOLD THEM MY POS AND INTENTIONS. THE 
SAME PERSON THAT MADE THE ATIS RECORDING WAS THE CTLR. ANYWAY, HE CLRED ME INTO THE 
AIRSPACE AND TOLD ME TO CALL WHEN 1/2 MI OUT. I CALLED AT 1/2 MI OUT, BUT THE CTLR DID NOT HAVE 
ME IN SIGHT. HE ASKED IF I HAD THE OLD TWR IN SIGHT, TO WHICH I REPLIED 'AFFIRMATIVE.' HE THEN 
TOLD ME TO FLY N OF THE TWR, THAT I WAS CLRED TO THE TRANSIENT HELIPAD. AS SOON AS I LANDED 
AT THE HELIPAD, THE CTLR TOLD ME THAT HE HAD NOT CLRED ME TO CROSS THE ACTIVE RWY AND THAT 
I HAD CUT OFF A DORNIER THAT MADE A GAR. THE DORNIER WAS ON FINAL WHEN I LANDED AT THE 
HELIPAD. I LET MY 2 PAX OFF, WHICH I HAD PICKED UP EARLIER THAT MORNING AT GRAND CANYON 
NATIONAL. I WAS EXPECTING THE CTLR TO CALL ME TO THE TWR, BUT HE DIDN'T. I HAD FLOWN INTO 
GRAND CANYON NATION THAT MORNING WITH NO PROBS WITH A DIFFERENT CTLR IN THE TWR. THE 
CTLR'S THICK NEW ENGLAND ACCENT MADE HIM DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND.

Synopsis : 
A DORNIER ACR ACFT PERFORMS A GAR WHEN HIS LNDG RWY EXPERIENCES A RWY INCURSION BY A 
BELL 206B3 HELI LNDG AT GCN, AZ.
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ACN: 542292

Time
Date : 200203
Day : Mon
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
State Reference : TX

Environment
Flight Conditions : IMC
Ceiling.Single Value : 1100

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.TRACON : I90.TRACON
Controlling Facilities.Tower : HOU.Tower
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Passenger
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level
Flight Phase.Descent : Approach

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 12800
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 100
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 3000
ASRS Report : 542292

Person / 2
Function.Controller : Approach

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 3
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Exited Penetrated Airspace
Resolutory Action.Controller : Issued Advisory
Resolutory Action.Controller : Provided Flight Assist

Supplementary
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
Problem Areas : Weather
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Narrative :
FLT CONTINUED INTO DETERIORATING WX CONDITIONS BY PLT WITH A LOT OF WX TIME IN THE 
OFFSHORE OIL INDUSTRY BUT LITTLE TIME IN ATC AND WX CONDITIONS. PLT HAD ESTABLISHED COM 
WITH APPROX 30 MI OUT AND WAS CLRED SVFR TO DEST ARPT. WHEN HANDED OFF TO INTERVENING 
ARPT BY APCH, I CAN ONLY FEEL THAT DEST ARPT HAD NOT BEEN ADVISED OF MY INTENTIONS. DEST 
ARPT ASKED TWICE WHAT MY INTENTIONS WERE WHEN I CONTACTED THEM. EACH TIME I ASKED FOR AN 
SVFR ARR THE TWR OPERATOR ADVISED ME THE FIELD WAS IFR. NOTING THE DETERIORATING WX, I 
ADVISED TWR THAT I WAS REVERSING COURSE AND LEAVING THE AREA. TWR HANDED ME OFF TO APCH 
FOR EXITING THE CLASS B AIRSPACE. DURING THIS TIME, I HAD MONITORED, ON MY OTHER RADIO, AN 
ACFT ON INST APCH TO THE ARPT, NOT HAVING TIME TO TUNE AND TALK TO APCH, AS ONE RADIO WAS 
TUNED TO DEST ARPT AND THE OTHER TO THE INTERVENING ARPT. I INITIATED HOLDING OVER A MAJOR 
HWY INTXN. BY THE TIME I TUNED TO APCH THEY WERE ALREADY GIVING ME A HDG TO FLY TO AVOID THE 
ACFT ON APCH. AS I WAS ALREADY IN A TURN, I MAINTAINED IT TO THE HDG CALLED FOR BY APCH. I FEEL 
THERE WAS POOR COM BTWN APCH, INTERVENING TWR, AND DEST TWR. MY NOT BEING AS CURRENT ON 
ATC PROCS AS I COULD BE IS A CONTRIBUTING FACTOR.

Synopsis : 
HELI ATX PLT FAILED TO MAINTAIN VFR WHEN APCHING TO LAND UNDER AN SVFR CLRNC AT CTLED ARPT 
WITH DETERIORATING WX CONDITIONS. HE REVERSED HIS COURSE AND DEPARTED THE AREA VFR 
USING ROADS FOR PILOTAGE.
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ACN: 543063

Time
Date : 200204
Day : Thu
Local Time Of Day : 1801 To 2400

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : EMT.Airport
State Reference : CA
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 900

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.TRACON : SCT.TRACON
Make Model : MD Helicopter Undifferentiated or Other Model
Mission : Business
Flight Phase.Descent : Approach

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.TRACON : SCT.TRACON
Make Model : Robinson R44
Mission : Business
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 3500
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 126
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 3450
ASRS Report : 543063

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : Airborne Critical
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Company Policies
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Required Legal Separation
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Evasive Action
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact
Miss Distance.Vertical : 0
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 500

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
ON 04/THU/02 AT APPROX XA00, I HAD JUST CLRED THE LAX CLASS B AIRSPACE AND WAS ENRTE TO EL 
MONTE ARPT FOR FUEL AT THE END OF A 12 HR CREW DAY WHICH INCLUDED 7.1 HRS OF ACTUAL FLT 
TIME. I ANNOUNCED MY POS ON EL MONTE ARPT UNICOM (TWR WAS CLOSED) AND THAT I WOULD BE 
LNDG ON RWY 1. I ACTIVATED MY LNDG LIGHT AND ANNOUNCED MY POS SEVERAL TIMES AND I NEVER 
HEARD ANYONE ELSE ON UNICOM. AS I TURNED AN APPROX 1 MI FINAL AT 900 FT MSL, I NOTICED ACFT 
NAV LIGHTS AT MY ALT AT LESS THAN 1/4 MI. I TURNED MY ACFT TO THE R AND APPARENTLY THE OTHER 
PLT TURNED HIS ACFT TO THE R AND WE PASSED EACH OTHER AT THE SAME ALT WITHIN 500 FT HORIZLY 
OF EACH OTHER. I NOTICED THAT IT WAS A GOV ACFT AND I COULDN'T FIGURE OUT WHY I NEVER HEARD 
THEM ON UNICOM. I RECHKED MY FREQ AND NOTICED THAT I HAD INCORRECTLY SELECTED HAWTHORNE 
UNICOM (121.1) INSTEAD OF THE CORRECT FREQ OF 121.2 FOR EL MONTE ARPT. I THEN CALLED UP ON 
THE CORRECT FREQ AND SPOKE WITH THE PLT OF THE OTHER ACFT AND EXPLAINED THE MISTAKE I HAD 
MADE AND WHY I HAD NOT CALLED UP ON UNICOM. THE LESSON TO BE LEARNED FROM THIS INCIDENT IS 
TO CHK YOUR CHARTS FOR THE APPROPRIATE FREQ INSTEAD OF RELYING ON MEMORY. IN ADDITION, 
FATIGUE WAS PROBABLY A FACTOR SINCE I WAS AT THE END OF MY CREW DAY AND MOST OF MY FLT 
TIME INVOLVED A GOV MISSION WHICH STARTED IN INDIO AND ENDED IN THE LOS ANGELES BASIN.

Synopsis : 
MD550 PLT HAD LESS THAN LEGAL SEPARATION WITH A ROBINSON R-44 AT EMT, AFTER THE TWR WAS 
CLOSED.
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ACN: 543621

Time
Date : 200204
Day : Thu
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : HUF.Airport
State Reference : IN
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 2000

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : HUF.Tower
Make Model : Bell Helicopter Textron Undifferentiated or Other Model
Mission : Business
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.Tower : HUF.Tower
Make Model : Iroquois 204 (Huey)
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 850
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 20
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 310
ASRS Report : 543621

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Person / 4
Function.Oversight : Supervisor

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Anomaly.Non Adherence.Other : TFR VIOLATION
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 3
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Exited Penetrated Airspace
Resolutory Action.Controller : Issued Advisory

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airspace Structure
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
I DEPARTED 05C ENRTE TO HUF. HUF WAS A FUEL STOP FOR A FLT OF 2 HELIS, WITH A FINAL DEST OF 
CPS. BOTH OF THESE ACFT, OH-58 AND UH1-H, ARE OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE SHERIFF'S DEPT. THE 
PURPOSE OF THIS FLT WAS FOR TRANSPORTATION OF THE UH1-H TO CPS FOR MAINT. PRIOR TO DEP, I 
OBTAINED A RTE BRIEFING VIA DUATS ON THE INTERNET. I FOUND THAT THERE WAS AN AREA OF RESTR 
IN THE NEWPORT, INDIANA AREA. I WROTE DOWN COORDINATES FOR THE TFR AREA AND ENTERED THEM 
INTO THE ACFT GPS AND MADE A WAYPOINT LABELED AS 'NEWTN.' I MAINTAINED VISUAL AND RADIO 
CONTACT WITH THE LEAD ACFT AND WHEN HE TOLD ME HE WAS NEARING THE TOWN OF NEWPORT, I 
CHKED THE GPS AND DISCOVERED THAT THE DISTANCE FROM THE WAYPOINT WOULD PLACE IT S OF 
HUF. I SAW THAT THE LEAD ACFT WAS NEAR A LARGE FACTORY AND NE OF A SMALL TOWN (BELIEVED TO 
BE NEWPORT). WHEN I GOT TO THE AREA OF THE FACTORY, I FLEW SE BEFORE FLYING TOWARD HUF. 
HUMAN ERROR IN WRITING DOWN AND PROGRAMMING THE INCORRECT COORDINATES FOR THE 
NEWPORT, INDIANA TFR AREA WAS THE CONTRIBUTING FACTOR. AS I WAS APPROX 30 MI FROM KHUL, 
THE LEAD ACFT RADIOED ME AND ADVISED ME THAT HUF TWR HAD ASSIGNED ME A SQUAWK CODE AND 
THAT I NEEDED TO CONTACT THEM. I ENTERED THAT SQUAWK CODE AND CONTACTED HUF TWR WITH MY 
LOCATION AND INTENTION TO LAND. I WAS ADVISED TO CONTACT THE TWR UPON LNDG, WHICH I 
IMMEDIATELY DID.

Synopsis : 
LAW ENFORCEMENT HELIS PENETRATE TFR WHEN RELOCATING FOR MAINT.
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ACN: 544496

Time
Date : 200204
Day : Tue
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : MFE.Airport
State Reference : TX

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling.Single Value : 6500

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : MFE.Tower
Make Model : MD Helicopter Undifferentiated or Other Model
Mission.Other : PATROL
Flight Phase.Descent : Approach
Route In Use.Approach : Traffic Pattern

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.Tower : MFE.Tower
Operator.General Aviation : Instructional
Make Model : Cessna 152
Mission : Training
Flight Phase.Descent : Approach
Route In Use.Approach : Traffic Pattern

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 3000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 105
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 795
ASRS Report : 544496

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Person / 4
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : NMAC
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Required Legal Separation
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Insufficient Time
Miss Distance.Vertical : 25
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 0

Supplementary
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
ACFT #1 WAS RETURNING FROM A PATROL MISSION TO MFE. ACFT #2 WAS ON A TRAINING FLT IN THE 
PATTERN FOR RWY 13 AT MFE. AT 400 FT AGL AND 1.5 NM W OF THE ARPT, ACFT #2 PASSED UNDER ACFT 
#1 BY AN ESTIMATED 25 FT. SYNOPSIS: ACFT #1 WAS A LAW ENFORCEMENT HELI RETURNING FROM A 
PATROL MISSION. ACFT #2 WAS A RENTAL ACFT ON A TRAINING FLT. THE PLT OF ACFT #1 HAD FLOWN 
ONE OTHER PATROL MISSION THAT DAY AND HAD 5.7 HRS OF FLT TIME FOR THE DAY. THE LENGTH OF 
ACFT #2'S FLT, OR AMOUNT OF TIME FLOWN BY ITS CREW IS UNKNOWN. THE PLT OF ACFT #1 TUNED THE 
ATIS AND BEGAN MONITORING MCALLEN TWR AT APPROX 10 MI W OF MFE. THE TFC WAS LIGHT WITH AN 
ESTIMATED 10 ACFT USING MCALLEN'S ATC SVCS. AT 6 MI W OF THE ARPT, ACFT #1 CONTACTED MFE LCL 
CTL FOR ENTRY INTO THE CLASS D AIRSPACE AND LNDG INSTRUCTIONS. LCL CTL INSTRUCTED THE 
OH-6A TO RPT 1 MI W OF THE ARPT FOR LNDG AT THE INTXN OF TXWYS C AND C2. JUST AS ACFT #1 
ENTERED THE CLASS D AIRSPACE AT 4 NM, ACFT #2 RPTED TURNING DOWNWIND FOR RWY 13 AT MFE. AS 
ACFT #1 NEARED THE ARPT, THE PLT BEGAN CLRING FINAL FOR RWY 13 AT MFE. AT THE 1.5 MI W POS, 
ACFT #1'S PLT SAW ACFT #2 CONVERGING FROM THE R, OR S, AND AT THE SAME ALT (OR NEARLY SO). 
ACFT #2 PASSED BELOW ACFT #1 WITH APPROX 25 FT OF SEPARATION. THE PLT OF ACFT #1 TRIED A 
RAPID COLLECTIVE ONLY CLB, BUT THE 2 ACFT MERGED BEFORE THE CTL INPUTS MOVED THE HELI. 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE INCIDENT, THE TWR ASKED ACFT #1 IF THE PLT HAD THE C152 IN SIGHT. ACFT #2 
RPTED AND TURNED ON A R BASE (STILL AT 400 FT AGL) AND QUERIED LCL CTL ABOUT THE TFC (ACFT #1). 
ACFT #1 MANEUVERED TO PASS BEHIND ACFT #2. FACTORS: 1) THE PLT OF ACFT #1 WAS NOT EXPECTING, 
OR LOOKING FOR, ACFT #2 TO BE FLYING THE DOWNWIND LEG AT 400 FT AGL. THE TFC PATTERN ALT FOR 
MFE IS PUBLISHED AS 1107 FT MSL (1000 FT AGL). THIS LED ACFT #1'S PLT TO NOT AGGRESSIVELY CLR 
THE R SIDE, OR UNDERNEATH THE DOWNWIND LEG. 2) ACFT #2 WAS ON A TRAINING FLT WITH A 
PRE-SOLO STUDENT AND RESULTANTLY BUSY CFI. THE CFI STATED LATER THAT NEITHER HE, NOR HIS 
STUDENT, SAW ACFT #1 AT ANY TIME DURING THE INCIDENT. 3) THE TWR HAD A TRAINEE CTLR, WITH 
INSTRUCTOR, WORKING LCL CTL. DURING LIGHT TFC PERIODS, THE TWR AT MFE COMBINES LCL AND GND 
CTL. THE TFC WAS HIGH ENOUGH DURING THIS INCIDENT THAT THE JOURNEYMAN CTLR DID NOT CATCH 
THE TRAINEE CTLR'S ERROR. THE PLT OF ACFT #1 SPOKE TO THE JOURNEYMAN CTLR AND THE CFI 
ONBOARD ACFT #2 AT LENGTH CONCERNING THE INCIDENT. ALL PARTIES AGREED THAT THE 
BREAKDOWN OF VIGILANCE CAUSED THIS INCIDENT.

Synopsis : 
NMAC AT 400 FT AGL BTWN POLICE ROTARY WINGED TFC AND A TRAINING C152 TURNING BASE FOR RWY 
13 AT MFE, TX.
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ACN: 544560

Time
Date : 200204

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : ZZZ.Tower
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : S-76/S-76 Mark Ii
Mission : Passenger

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : First Officer
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 7000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 25
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 2000
ASRS Report : 544560

Person / 2
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : Chart Or Publication
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
INBOUND TO ZZZ, CREW REQUESTED TO LAND AT 'N COMPLEX' AND SUBSEQUENTLY REQUESTED TO 
LAND ON TXWY P OR TXWY L IN FRONT OF FBO. TWR RESPONDED CLRED TO LAND 'L8J.' COULDN'T FIND 'J' 
ON ARPT DIAGRAM AND ADVISED TWR, AND THEY SAID IT'S BY THE S COMPLEX! BY THIS TIME WE HAD 
CROSSED BOTH ACTIVE RWYS AT ABOUT 800 FT AND TWR RECLRED US TXWY P IN FRONT OF FBO. TWR 
WASN'T UPSET AND THERE WAS NO CONFLICT BUT IT COULD HAVE BEEN A PROB.

Synopsis : 
A SIKORSKY S76 DURING APCH EXPERIENCED MISCOM WITH TWR ON TXWY LNDG LOCATION AND FLEW 
OVER BOTH RWYS AT 800 FT.
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ACN: 545899

Time
Date : 200204
Day : Tue
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : OAR.Airport
State Reference : CA

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Hiller Helicopter, Undifferentiated or Other Model
Mission : Training

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
ASRS Report : 545899

Events
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Anomaly Accepted

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airport
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Narrative :
AT OAR, MARINA MUNICIPAL (MARINA CALIFORNIA) THERE IS A GND OBSTACLE LOCATED IN THE CTR OF 
THE COMPASS ROSE AT THE END OF THE TXWY. A PIECE OF REBAR ABOUT 2 INCHES IN HEIGHT IS 
STICKING UP FROM THE GND. THIS COULD CAUSE A ROLL-OVER ACCIDENT OR DAMAGE TO THE ACFT 
DURING HELICOPTER OPS. THE OBSTACLE WAS FIRST NOTICED DURING HELICOPTER HOVER AND LNDG 
PRACTICE. NOTE: ARPT MAINT PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN INFORMED OF THIS SAFETY HAZARD. CALLBACK 
CONVERSATION WITH RPTR REVEALED THE FOLLOWING INFO: RPTR STATED THAT THE REBAR HAS BEEN 
REMOVED SINCE HE SENT IN HIS RPT. HE FURTHER STATED THAT THE COMPASS ROSE AREA WAS AT THE 
FAR END OF THE TXWY WHICH IS SELDOM USED BY FIXED WING ACFT SINCE THE PREVAILING WIND 
FAVORS THE OTHER END OF THE RWY. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE REBAR WOULD NOT PROBABLY CAUSE 
DAMAGE TO AN ACFT TIRE IF ROLLED OVER SINCE IT WAS COMPARATIVELY LARGE IN DIAMETER. 
HOWEVER, THE PROB TO HELICOPTER IS THE POSSIBILITY OF CREATING A DIAMETRIC ROLL BY THE 
HELICOPTER SKIDDING SIDEWAYS AGAINST THE REBAR.

Synopsis : 
HILLER UH-12 PVT PT PRACTICING LNDGS, NOTICED A 2 INCH HIGH STEEL REBAR STICKING UP FROM THE 
CTR OF THE COMPASS ROSE AT THE END OF THE OAR UNCONTROLLED ARPT TXWY. BELIEVES THAT IT IS 
A SAFETY HAZARD.
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ACN: 546568

Time
Date : 200205
Day : Mon
Local Time Of Day : 1801 To 2400

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : EVY.Airport
State Reference : DE
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 500

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Operator.General Aviation : Corporate
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Training
Flight Phase.Descent : Approach
Route In Use.Approach : Visual

Aircraft / 2
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Cessna Aircraft Undifferentiated or Other Model
Mission : Training
Flight Phase.Descent : Approach
Route In Use.Approach : Visual

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 6300
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 30
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 30
ASRS Report : 546568

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : First Officer

Person / 3
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : NMAC
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Required Legal Separation
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Precautionary Avoidance Action
Miss Distance.Vertical : 100
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 200

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airspace Structure
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
WHILE ON APCH TO RWY 17 AT EVY, I HAD TO DEVIATE FROM MY APCH BECAUSE A CESSNA WAS 
APCHING FROM BASE AT A STEEP ANGLE AND DIDN'T APPEAR TO HAVE ME IN SIGHT. HE WAS ABOUT 200 
FT TO MY L AND ABOUT 100 FT HIGHER AND DIDN'T APPEAR TO HAVE US IN SIGHT AND WAS MAKING NO 
MOVE TO CHANGE HIS FLT PATH. HE WAS PERFORMING A HIGH OVERHEAD SIMULATED ENG FAILURE AND 
I DON'T THINK HIS DSCNT ANGLE EVER EXPOSED OUR POS. I WAS FLYING A HVY HELI AND IF HE HAD 
LANDED BEHIND ME OUR ROTOR WASH WOULD HAVE CAUSED CTL PROBS FOR HIM, SO I DEVIATED TO 
ANOTHER RWY.

Synopsis : 
NMAC BTWN A CH47 CHINOOK HELI AND A CESSNA TYPE ACFT ON SHORT FINAL 1 MI FROM RWY 17 AT EVY.
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ACN: 547248

Time
Date : 200205
Day : Wed
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : ZZZ.Tower
Make Model : Jet Ranger/Kiowa
Mission : Training

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.Tower : ZZZ.Tower
Make Model : Any Unknown or Unlisted Aircraft Manufacturer

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 3426
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 69
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 947
ASRS Report : 547248

Person / 2
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Person / 4
Function.Oversight : Supervisor
Function.Controller : Local
Function.Controller : Supervisor

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : Ground Less Severe
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Clearance
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Required Legal Separation
Resolutory Action.Controller : Issued Advisory
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Anomaly Accepted
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
UPON LNDG AT ZZZ, I EXITED AT THE DEP END OF RWY 6 TO THE VOR GND CHK POINT. UPON 
COMPLETION OF TRAINING AT THAT LOCATION, I CALLED TWR, 'ACFT X, HOLDING SHORT RWY 5 AT X PAD 
FOR PARKING X3.' I THOUGHT TWR CLRED ME TO AIR TAXI RWY 24, R TURN ON BRAVO SOD, CONTACT 
GND. I READ BACK, 'ACFT X TAXI RWY 24, R TURN ON Y PAD.' AS I STARTED TO TAXI DOWN RWY 24, TWR 
ACKNOWLEDGED ME AND SAID, 'STAY WITH ME' (TWR FREQ). AS I WAS PREPARING TO CROSS RWY 36 
(XING RWY) WHICH WAS ALSO ACTIVE, I NOTICED A TH67 ON FINAL FOR RWY 36. I PROCEEDED TO CROSS 
RWY 36 AND EXITED ON 'Z' AS PER MY CLRNC. TWR THEN SAID THAT I HAD ONLY BEEN CLRED TO CROSS 
RWY 24. I PROCEEDED TO PARKING FOR END OF MISSION. APPROX 30 MINS LATER, I VOLUNTARILY SPOKE 
WITH THE TWR CHIEF ON DUTY ABOUT THE SIT. HE HAD HEARD THE EVENTS AND STATED THAT IT WAS 
NOT MY FAULT -- THEY HAD CTLR TRAINING IN PROGRESS, AND THE CTLR HAD BEEN COUNSELED -- 
THERE WAS NO PROB.

Synopsis : 
WITH CTLR AND HELI PLT TRAINING GOING ON THERE IS CONFUSION AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THERE 
WAS A RWY INCURSION.
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ACN: 547392

Time
Date : 200205
Day : Tue
Local Time Of Day : 1801 To 2400

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : LGA.Airport
State Reference : NY
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 1500

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : LGA.Tower
Operator.General Aviation : Corporate
Make Model : S-76/S-76 Mark Ii
Mission : Passenger
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 11000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 140
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 8700
ASRS Report : 547392

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : First Officer

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure

Supplementary
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
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Narrative :
UPON REACHING THE WILLIAMSBURG BRIDGE ENRTE TO JRB HELIPORT VIA THE THROGS NECK RTE, WE 
WERE TOLD BY THE CTLR TO SQUAWK 1200. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING, DUE TO THE TFR, THIS 
AIRSPACE IS OWNED BY EWR AND STANDARD PROC HAS ALWAYS BEEN A HDOF TO EWR. OUR FIRST 
COMPLAINT WAS THE LATENESS IN WHICH THE CTLR CLRED US FROM THE AIRSPACE WHICH WAS RIGHT 
AT THE EDGE OF THE TFR. WHEN QUERIED ABOUT NO HDOF, CTLR BECAME RUDE AND BELLIGERENT. IF 
THIS WERE A 1-TIME OCCURRENCE I WOULDN'T BE RPTING THIS, BUT THIS PARTICULAR CTLR IS 
CONSTANTLY A PROB. IN ADDITION TO THIS CONTINUAL RUDENESS, CTLR USUALLY REQUIRES 
NUMEROUS CALLS BY THE CREW TO EITHER GET A RESPONSE IN THE FIRST PLACE OR TO UNDERSTAND 
OUR ROUTING REQUESTS. BEING TOLD TO SQUAWK 1200 RIGHT AT THE EDGE OF THE TFR WHEN 
STANDARD PRACTICE HAS ALWAYS BEEN A HDOF TO EWR IS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE.

Synopsis : 
PART 135 SIKORSKY FLT ON A HELI RTE TO DOWNTOWN MANHATTAN WALL STREET HELIPORT RECEIVED 
LATE HDOF BY A RUDE AND DIFFICULT TWR CTLR NEAR A TFR.
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ACN: 547646

Time
Date : 200205
Day : Sun
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ1.Airport
State Reference : US

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling : CLR

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : ZZZ1.Tower
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : Bell Helicopter Textron Undifferentiated or Other Model
Mission : Ambulance
Flight Phase.Descent : Approach

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.Tower : ZZZ1.Tower
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Carrier
Make Model : Commercial Fixed Wing

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 4950
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 60
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 180
ASRS Report : 547646

Person / 2
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : Airborne Less Severe
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Clearance
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 3
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airport
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
ON MAY/SUN/02 I WAS FLYING FROM ZZZ TO ZZZ1. UPON RECEIVING MY INITIAL CLRNC TO ENTER THE 
ZZZ1 CLASS B AIRSPACE, I WAS INITIALLY INSTRUCTED TO REMAIN N OF RWY 26. AS I APCHED THE ARPT 
FROM THE N, I WAS GIVEN CLRNC TO CROSS RWY 26 AND LAND AT THE FBO RAMP AREA. AT THE TIME I 
WAS GIVEN MY LNDG CLRNC, I WAS ABOUT 1/2 MI W OF THE DEP END OF THE RWYS AND ALMOST ABEAM 
RWY 26 (STILL FLYING S, AND ON A L BASE FOR LNDG E TO THE RAMP). I IDENTED MY INTENDED LNDG 
AREA, INTERCEPTED MY DESIRED APCH ANGLE, AND INITIATED MY APCH WHILE ON BASE. AT THIS POINT I 
LOOKED INSIDE THE COCKPIT MOMENTARILY TO TOGGLE COM #2 TO THE FREQ FOR FBO, AND WHILE 
LOOKING INSIDE THE ACFT I ALSO RECONFIRMED MY BEFORE LNDG CHK. THIS ONLY TOOK 3 OR 4 
SECONDS, BUT WHEN I LOOKED BACK OUTSIDE THE ACFT, I LOOKED AT AND MISIDENTED RWY 25R AS 
RWY 26. (ZZZ1 ARPT HAS PARALLEL RWYS.) I CROSSED OVER THE EXTENDED CTRLINE OF RWY 25R 
BEFORE I REALIZED MY MISTAKE. ATC MADE ME AWARE OF MY ERROR AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME I 
REALIZED IT MYSELF. THE CTLR THEN ASKED ME TO CALL THE TWR AFTER LNDG. THE TWR CTLR 
INFORMED ME THAT SHE HAD TO FILE A PLTDEV RPT AS A RESULT OF MY ERROR. THERE WAS AN ACFT 
DEPARTING RWY 25R WHEN I CROSSED THE EXTENDED CTRLINE BUT THE COMBINATION OF HIS 
ROTATION POINT AND HIS STEEP ANGLE OF CLB (FOR NOISE ABATEMENT PURPOSES, I BELIEVE) 
RESULTED IN VERT SEPARATION THAT I BELIEVE WAS MORE THAN ADEQUATE FOR SAFE MARGINS. BEING 
IN THE LNDG PHASE, MY LOW ALT ALSO CONTRIBUTED TO THAT SEPARATION.

Synopsis : 
BELL 407 PLT CROSSES DEP END OF ACTIVE RWY WITHOUT CLRNC.
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ACN: 547887

Time
Date : 200205
Day : Fri
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : 2O3.Airport
State Reference : CA
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 2400

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling : CLR

Aircraft / 1
Make Model : Robinson R22
Mission : Photo Shoot

Aircraft / 2
Make Model : Cessna 152

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 600
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 100
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 600
ASRS Report : 547887

Person / 3
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : NMAC
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Required Legal Separation
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Evasive Action
Miss Distance.Vertical : 200
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 200

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airport
Problem Areas : Airspace Structure
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
I WAS WORKING CLOSE TO THE ANGWIN ARPT, CA. THE FIELD ELEVATION THERE IS 1848 FT. THE ARPT IS 
MORE OR LESS THE HIGHEST POINT IN THE VICINITY SINCE THE ARPT IS LOCATED ON A SMALL PLATEAU. 
WE WERE DOING PHOTO WORK IN THAT AREA. OUR JOB IS TO SHOOT PICTURES OF HOMES. I AM THE PLT 
AND I HAD A PHOTOGRAPHER ON BOARD. WE WERE FLYING ALREADY WITH THE L DOOR OFF TO ALLOW 
THE PHOTOGRAPHER TO DO HIS WORK. THAT CAUSED ALSO A LOT OF NOISE IN THE COCKPIT. WE 
STARTED WORKING OVER THE TOWN OF ST HELENA AT ABOUT XA30. WE WORKED OUR WAY TOWARDS 
THE ANGWIN ARPT AT ABOUT 1 HR LATER. WHEN I ARRIVED CLOSE TO THE ARPT, I ANNOUNCED ON THE 
CTAF THAT WE WOULD WORK IN THE AREA, WENT OFF THE ARPT. THE ARPT HAS A PUBLISHED TFC 
PATTERN WHICH IS R TFC FOR RWY 34 AND STANDARD FOR RWY 16. THE PATTERN ALT IS DEPICTED 
WITH 2698 FT MSL. SO THE PATTERNS ARE E OF THE ARPT FOR NOISE ABATEMENT. I WAS WORKING W 
OVER A 'NOISE SENSITIVE AREA.' WHEN I ANNOUNCED MY INTENTIONS ON THE CTAF, I DID NOT SEE OR 
HEAR ANYBODY IN THE PATTERN OR ON FREQ. DOING PHOTO WORK MEANS FOR ME, FLYING RELATIVELY 
LOW AND SLOW, BUT STAYING ALSO OUT OF THE SHADED AREAS OF THE HT/VELOCITY DIAGRAM -- 
WHICH I DID ALL THE TIME. WE WERE ALREADY WORKING ABOUT FOR 1 HR IN THAT AREA, AND I HEARD IN 
THE MEANTIME GUYS TALKING ON THE RADIO AND SAW THEM ALSO IN THE TFC PATTERN. THEY WERE 
ALSO CHATTERING ON THE RADIO, BUT I DIDN'T PAY TOO MUCH ATTN TO THEM SINCE THEY WERE ON 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ARPT AND I WAS WORKING BELOW THEIR TPA ANYWAY. WE WERE SHOOTING 
PICTURES OF HOMES WHICH WERE BUILT ON A STEEP SLOPE, WHEN I DISCOVERED THAT A C152 
CIRCLED AROUND US IN A VERY UNUSUAL LOW ALT FOR A FIXED WING ACFT. IT SEEMED TO ME AND MY 
PHOTOGRAPHER THAT HE ALMOST WANTED TO ATTACK US. IN FACT, HE WAS FLYING VERY CLOSE AND 
LOW TOWARD US. THAT HAD ALSO THE EFFECT THAT HE FORCED US MORE OR LESS TO A LOWER ALT, 
PLUS HE INCREASED THE NOISE LEVEL IN THAT AREA EVEN MORE. AT THAT TIME, I HEARD HIM TALKING 
TO THE LCL SHERIFF HELI. HE TOLD THEM THAT I WAS FLYING RECKLESSLY 10 FT OVER HOUSES, WHICH 
IS JUST NOT TRUE. I LEFT THE AREA IMMEDIATELY AND THE GUY IN THE C152 FOLLOWED US TO 
PETALUMA, CA. WE LANDED AND PARKED THE HELI AT PETALUMA ARPT (O69) ON THE RAMP. A FEW MINS 
LATER, I SAW THE CESSNA TAXIING BEHIND US ON THE TXWY. HE DIDN'T STOP NOR DID HE TALK TO US 
AND THEN HE LEFT.

Synopsis : 
NMAC AND PROX TO GND BY A C152 WHO WAS ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN THE N-NUMBER OF A HELI THAT 
WAS TAKING PHOTOS OF HOMES BELOW TPA AND TO THE W OF 2O3, CA.
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ACN: 548183

Time
Date : 200204
Day : Mon
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US

Aircraft / 1
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : Jet Ranger/Kiowa

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : Supervisor
ASRS Report : 548183

Person / 3
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Events
Independent Detector.Aircraft Equipment.Other Aircraft Equipment : DEFUEL FILTER CONTAMINATED
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft
Problem Areas : Airport
Problem Areas : Company
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
Problem Areas : Maintenance Human Performance
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Narrative :
ACFT CAME TO SHOP FOR ROUTINE PHASE INSPECTION. NOZZLE INSPECTION WAS DUE. NOTED SEVERAL 
NOZZLES WITH FLOW PROBS. FURTHER INSPECTION FOUND COMBUSTION LINER WITH SEVERAL CRACKS. 
NO APPARENT REASON FOR THE ISSUES. FURTHER RESEARCH FOUND THAT THE LIKELY PROB WAS 
CONTAMINATION OF THE FUEL. SINCE MAR/FRI/02, ALL FUEL SUPPLIED CAME FROM OUR FACILITY, 
EXCEPT FOR ONE STOP AT ZZZ. ON APR/FRI/02, OUR PLT PICKED UP 120 GALS OF JET A. HE NOTED ON HIS 
LOG THAT THEIR FUEL TRUCK WAS BROKEN AND THE ACFT WAS MOVED TO THE FUEL FARM AND 
APPARENTLY FUELED DIRECT FROM THEIR STORAGE TANKS. DURING THE PHASE INSPECTION OF THE 
ACFT IN QUESTION OUR DE-FUEL CART FILTER PLUGGED. FURTHER RESEARCH FOUND CONTAMINATION 
TO BE THE CAUSE. WE THEN BEGAN THE PROCESS OF 'WHERE DID THE CONTAMINATED FUEL LIKELY 
COME FROM?' NOT LONG INTO THE PROCESS THE FLT LOG WITH THE NOTE REFING THE FUEL TRUCK 
PROB WAS FOUND. AT THAT POINT THE FUEL CONTAMINATION ISSUE TOOK ON A MORE CREDIBLE LOOK. 
COMPONENTS IN QUESTION WERE SENT FOR EVALUATION. MR X HAS INSPECTED THE HOT SECTION OF 
ENG AND HAS NOT FOUND ANY FURTHER DAMAGE AT THIS TIME. ALTHOUGH THIS PROB APPEARS TO 
HAVE BEEN INITIATED ON APR/FRI/02, WE HAD NO REASON TO SUSPECT A PROB UNTIL THE NOZZLE 
CLEANING OCCURRED. FUEL CTL AND FUEL PUMP WILL BE REMOVED FOR EVALUATION.

Synopsis : 
A BELL JET-RANGER INCURRED FUEL NOZZLE FLOW PROBS AND COMBUSTION LINER CRACKS DUE TO 
SUSPECTED FUEL CONTAMINATION.
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ACN: 549127

Time
Date : 200206
Day : Sat
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : OXC.Airport
State Reference : CT

Aircraft / 1
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Helicopter
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 6500
ASRS Report : 549127

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Chart Or Publication
Problem Areas : FAA
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
MILLVILLE FSS CONTINUES (PREVIOUSLY RPTED) TO NOT BRIEF PLTS FLYING VFR IN CONNECTICUT THAT 
OXC HAS AN OPERATING CTL TWR WITH CLASS 'D' THAT IS NOT CHARTED. THEY ONLY BRIEF PLTS ABOUT 
NOTAMS FOR ARPT THEY ARE LNDG AT. THEY DO NOT SEEM TO REALIZE A PLT CAN FLY THROUGH A 
CLASS D WITHOUT LNDG. ACTUALLY I HAVE MENTIONED IT TO TWO DIFFERENT BRIEFERS WITHOUT IT 
AFFECTING THEIR NOTAM BRIEFS. CALLBACK CONVERSATION WITH RPTR REVEALED THE FOLLOWING 
INFO: THE RPTR STATED, WHILE ON A FLT TO CONNECTICUT, HE ALMOST VIOLATED CLASS 'D' AIRSPACE 
BY NOT KNOWING ABOUT THE NEWLY COMMISSIONED TWR AT KOXC. HE FELT THE BRIEFING HE 
RECEIVED FROM THE FSS, PRIOR TO HIS FLT, SHOULD HAVE INCLUDED THAT INFO.

Synopsis : 
A HELICOPTER PLT, RECEIVING A BRIEFING FROM A FSS, FEELS HE DID NOT RECEIVE ADEQUATE INFO 
ABOUT ARPTS ALONG THE RTE.
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ACN: 549168

Time
Date : 200205
Day : Thu
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Make Model : Bell Helicopter 222
Mission : Passenger

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 7000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 60
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 2400
ASRS Report : 549168

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft
Problem Areas : Chart Or Publication
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
Problem Areas : Navigational Facility
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Narrative :
DURING THE PRESTART CHK, IT WAS DISCOVERED 2 SEGMENT LIGHTS ON THE ANNUNCIATOR PANEL 
WERE MISLABELED (ENG #1 AND ENG #2 CHIP TURBINE). BOTH MECHS X AND Y WERE NOTIFIED AND 
PROCEEDED TO OBSERVE, DISCUSS, SUGGEST BOTH CAUSE/EFFECT OF THE SYS AND TIME FRAME TO 
REPAIR. INITIALLY, Y INDICATED THAT SINCE THE ACFT WAS JUST WASHED, THAT PERHAPS THE WIRES 
WERE WET, HOWEVER, I STRONGLY SUGGESTED THAT THIS WAS NOT THE ROOT CAUSE. MECHS X AND Y 
BOTH STATED THAT THE ENG CHIP LIGHT SYS WAS FUNCTIONING PROPERLY, AND THAT APPARENTLY 
THE 2 ENG TURBINE CHIP SEGMENT LIGHTS ON THE CAUTION PANEL WERE NOT LABELED CORRECTLY. 
ADDITIONALLY, WE DISCUSSED THE THIRD SEGMENT LIGHT THAT WAS MISLABELED, XMISSION OIL 
PRESSURE. AGAIN MECH Y STATED THAT THE PRESSURE XMISSION INDICATING SYS AND SEGMENT LIGHT 
WAS FUNCTIONING PROPERLY AS WE CONFIRMED BY TURNING UP THE ACFT AND XCHKING THE 
PRESSURE GAUGE. BOTH MECHS AND I DISCUSSED THE IMPENDING INSVC, AND THE DISCREPANCIES. 
WE MUTUALLY AGREED THAT TAKING THE ACFT AT THIS TIME WOULD NOT BE A SAFETY OF FLT ISSUE OR 
MATERIALLY EFFECT THAT ACFT. ADDITIONALLY, DURING MY ABSENCE THEY WOULD RESEARCH THE 
AVAILABILITY OF THE CORRECT CUBES. DURING THE INSVC, WE WERE DISPATCHED TO A CALL. I 
PROCEEDED TO NOTIFY OUR MECHS THROUGH DISPATCH OF MY IMPENDING DELAY BACK TO BASE. BASE 
MECHS REPLIED THROUGH DISPATCH THAT THEY WOULD FOLLOW UP THE NEXT DAY. UPON MY RETURN 
TO BASE, THE ON-CALL MECH WAS ALREADY THERE. WE PROCEEDED TO PUT THE ACFT ON DELAY AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY OTS WHILE HE TROUBLESHOT THE SYS. MECH Z CONFIRMED THAT THE CHIP LIGHT SYS 
WAS FUNCTIONING PROPERLY, THAT APPARENTLY THE SEGMENT LIGHTS WERE MISLABELED. MECH Z 
PROCEEDED TO RE-LABEL. THIS WAS POINTED OUT NUMEROUS TIMES TO BOTH MECHS, ORALLY AND IN 
THE FORM OF A WRITTEN LIST. THEIR REPLY WAS THAT THE NEW PANEL WAS THE CORRECT PART 
NUMBER AND THAT THEY WOULD RESEARCH THE PROB. HOWEVER, I DID NOT SPECIFICALLY POINT OUT 
THAT THE CUBE WAS MISLABELED AND SHOULD HAVE READ XMISSION OIL. IN HINDSIGHT, AFTER 
DISCOVERING THE MISLABELED SEGMENT CUBES, I SHOULD HAVE PUT THE ACFT OTS. THERE IS NO 
EXCUSE OR ANY MITIGATING FACTORS AS TO WHY IT TOOK SO LONG FOR ME TO DISCOVER THE 
MISLABELED SEGMENT LIGHTS. HOWEVER, AT THE START OF EVERY SHIFT, THERE IS ACCOMPLISHED A 
VERY COMPREHENSIVE EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR CHK, FOLLOWED BY PRESTART AND START CHKLIST. 
PART OF THE CHKLIST IS THE ANNUNCIATOR TEST SWITCH WHICH ILLUMINATES ALL SEGMENT LIGHTS 
AND THE CHIP LIGHT INTEGRITY CHK WHICH ILLUMINATES THE 4 GEAR/TURBINE LIGHTS ON THE 
ANNUNCIATOR PANEL. NORMALLY, I DO NOT READ EVERY SEGMENT LIGHT ON A TEST. HOWEVER, I AM 
RE-EXAMINING MY VISUAL AND MENTAL CHK PROCS THUS PREVENTING THIS TYPE OF LAPSE.

Synopsis : 
A BELL 222B WAS DISPATCHED IN NON COMPLIANCE WITH ENG CHIP DETECTOR AND XMISSION OIL 
PRESSURE WARNING LIGHTS INOP AND NO LOGBOOK ENTRY.
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ACN: 550794

Time
Date : 200205
Day : Thu
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Ambulance

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 7000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 60
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 2400
ASRS Report : 550794

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Company Policies
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Anomaly Accepted

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Company
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
Problem Areas : Maintenance Human Performance
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Narrative :
MISLABELED CAUTION ANNUNCIATOR SEGMENT LIGHTS ARE VERY DIFFICULT TO DISCOVER IN THE ACFT 
X. 2 MECHS WERE CONSULTED PRIOR TO FLT. VERBAL CONCURRENCE WAS RECEIVED AS TO SAFETY OF 
FLT AND ACFT AIRWORTHINESS. SPECIFICALLY, THE AUTOPLT ON THE HELI HAD AN INHERENT 
INDICATION MALFUNCTION -- THE AUTOFLT CONTROLLER SYS SEGMENT LIGHT WOULD NOT ILLUMINATE. 
TO CORRECT THE PROB, THE ANNUNCIATOR PANEL WAS CHANGED OUT DURING THE 600 HR 
INSPECTION. SUBSEQUENT TO THE CHANGE, THE OLD PANEL'S SEGMENT LIGHT CONFIGN WAS NOT 
COMPARED TO THE NEW PANELS CONFIGN TO CORRECT ANY DISPARITY IN THE DISPLAY. THIS SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED BY THE INSTALLING MECH IN THE DUE COURSE OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES. 
APPROX 4 DAYS AFTER THE INSTALLATION, A SEGMENT LIGHT WAS DISCOVERED THAT WAS NOT 
PRESENT WITH THE OLD PANEL'S CONFIGN. THIS ANOMALY WAS EXPRESSLY POINTED OUT TO BOTH 
MECHS. THEIR REPLY WAS THAT THE NEW ANNUNCIATOR PANEL WAS THE CORRECT PART NUMBER AND 
THEY WOULD LOOK INTO THE DISPARITY. APPROX 17 DAYS LATER, 2 SEGMENT LIGHTS WERE 
DISCOVERED LABELED INCORRECTLY. MECHS PROCEEDED TO OBSERVE, DISCUSS, AND SUGGEST 
CAUSE AND EFFECT OF THE SYS IRREGULARITY WITH MYSELF. A THOROUGH DISCUSSION ENSUED ON 
WHICH SYS HAD THE MISLABELED SEGMENT, AND IF THE SPECIFIC SYS TRIGGERED THE ANNUNCIATOR 
PANEL (EVEN THOUGH MISLABELED), PROPER CORRECTIVE ACTION WOULD FOLLOW. AT THAT TIME WE 
ALL AGREED THE ACFT WAS AIRWORTHY. AN OPERATIONAL FLT WAS FLOWN WITHOUT CORRECTING THE 
DISPARITY IN THE SEGMENT LIGHTS. IN HINDSIGHT, ALTHOUGH THE ACFT WAS AIRWORTHY, AFTER 
DISCOVERING THE MISLABELED SEGMENT, I SHOULD HAVE PUT THE ACFT OTS PRIOR TO FLT. 
ADDITIONALLY, THIS IMMEDIATE CORRECTIVE RELABELING ACTION SHOULD HAVE BEEN SUGGESTED BY 
THE MECHS.

Synopsis : 
EMS HELI PLT NOTES THAT MAINT INSTALLED THE WRONG AUTOFLT CONTROLLER SYS ANNUNCIATOR 
PANEL.



Page 51

ACN: 551054

Time
Date : 200206
Day : Sat
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling.Bound Lower : 700
Ceiling.Bound Upper : 800

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.ARTCC : ZZZ3.ARTCC
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Repositioning
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 5077
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 40
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 467
ASRS Report : 551054

Person / 2
Function.Controller : Radar

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Anomaly.Non Adherence.Other : FLYING UNDER A COMMERICIALLY AND PUBLICLY TRAINED BRIDGE
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 2
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
DEPARTED THE ZZZ ARPT ON A REPOSITIONING FLT TO PROVIDE MEDICAL SUPPORT. AS I APCHED THE 
ZZZ1 STRAIGHT WITH THE BRIDGE IN SIGHT IT WAS DISCOVERED THAT THE LARGE WIRES THAT 
TRANSVERSE THE BRIDGE WERE OBSCURED IN FOG AS WELL AS THE TERRAIN ON BOTH SIDES. I WAS 
LATE TO THE EVENT BECAUSE OF A DUTY TIME ISSUE FROM THE PREVIOUS DAY'S SHIFT. AS A SINGLE 
PLT IFR PLT IN AN ACFT EQUIPPED AS SUCH I COULD HAVE RETURNED TOWARDS ZZZ. I COULD HAVE 
GOTTEN A POP-UP CLRNC AND SHOT AN APCH INTO ZZZ2 AND THEN TRANSITED VFR. I MADE A CHOICE AT 
THAT POINT TO FLY UNDER THE BRIDGE. THINKING THAT GOING IFR WOULD HAVE DELAYED ME EVEN 
MORE AFFECTING THE START OF THE DAYS EVENTS. MY ACTIONS GENERATED A CALL TO OUR COMPANY 
DISPATCH CTR FROM ZZZ3 CTR WHO WERE ORIGINALLY CALLED BY STATE HWY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY. 
THEY WERE EXTREMELY CONCERNED WITH MY ACTION DUE TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW 
BRIDGE. THEY STATED THAT THERE WAS SEISMIC WORK TAKING PLACE AS WELL AS PERSONNEL AND 
CABLES HANGING OFF THE BRIDGE AT CERTAIN TIMES. STATE HWY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY ALSO NOTED 
THAT THERE WERE CLOSURES TO MARINE NAV AT CERTAIN TIMES BECAUSE OF THIS WORK. HAD I BEEN 
AWARE OF THE BRIDGE ACTIVITIES AND CLOSURES I WOULD HAVE NEVER PLACED PERSONNEL, MY 
CREW OR ACFT IN SUCH A SIT. IT IS NOT UNUSUAL FOR HELI'S TO FLY AROUND AND UNDER LCL BRIDGES 
ON SIGHT-SEEING OPS, AS WELL AS OTHER COMMERCIAL FLTS. THE NAV CLOSURE INFO AVAILABLE TO 
THE MARINE COMMUNITY IS NOT PUBLISHED OR LISTED FOR THE AVIATION COMMUNITY. AS A CONSTANT 
NOTAM WATCHER, AND HAVING CHKED NOTAMS THAT DAY, NOTHING WAS LISTED ABOUT THE BRIDGE 
ACTIVITIES. AS A LCL OPERATOR IT WOULD BE GREAT TO HAVE THIS INFO AVAILABLE TO US SO THAT WE 
COULD AVOID DUPLICATING MY ACTIONS. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH STATE HWY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY WE 
AGREED AS A COMPANY TO NOTIFY OTHER LIKE OPERATORS ABOUT THE LCL HAZARD. IN CONCLUSION, 
MY COMPANY BEING A SINGLE PLT IFR EMS HELI OPERATOR HAS NO REAL REASON TO FLY UNDER LCL 
BRIDGES. WITH OUR CAPABILITIES THE OP I UNDERTOOK PLAYS NO PART IN OUR DAY TO DAY OPS. I, AS A 
PLT, MADE A WRONG PERSONAL DECISION TO DO WHAT I DID. MY DECISION COMES FROM A PAST OF 
FLYING VFR AND WHAT I DID BEING AN ONLY OPTION. THE ONLY POSITIVE THINGS TO COME OUT OF THIS 
IS THAT NOBODY WAS HURT, AND THAT WE DISCOVERED THAT THERE IS A LACK OF INFO DISCLOSURE 
ABOUT THE BRIDGE ACTIVITIES AND MARINE CLOSURES. I HOPE THAT GIVING YOU THIS INFO, AS WELL AS 
OUR COMPANY'S DISCLOSURE OF THE INCIDENT TO THE FAA, THAT WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO CHANGE THE 
WAY INFO IS GIVEN TO THOSE IN THE AVIATION COMMUNITY, SPECIFICALLY THE HELI OPERATORS. ANY 
LCL BRIDGE OR MARINE HAZARD THAT COULD AFFECT LOW LEVEL HELI OPS.

Synopsis : 
A HELI PLT, IN THE INTEREST OF SAVING TIME AND TROUBLE, FLEW UNDER A PUBLICLY TRAVELED 
BRIDGE ENRTE TO HIS DEST.
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ACN: 552016

Time
Date : 200206
Day : Fri

Place
State Reference : MD
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 1500

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling.Single Value : 25000

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.TRACON : BWI.TRACON
Operator.General Aviation : Corporate
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Business
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 15000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 50
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 4500
ASRS Report : 552016

Person / 2
Function.Controller : Approach

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 2
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Exited Penetrated Airspace
Resolutory Action.Controller : Issued Alert

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airspace Structure
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
DEPARTED ZZZ, NJ, ENRTE FOR ZZZ1 MD. RECEIVING RADAR ADVISORIES AND ASSUMED THEY WOULD 
GIVE ME VECTORS AROUND R4001B. I ENTERED R4001B AND THEN ATC ADVISED ME TO TURN L TO EXIT. I 
EXECUTED THE TURN AND LEFT THE AREA. LANDED AT ZZZ1 AND PICKED UP MY PAX AND RETURNED TO 
ZZZ2. I ASSUMED APCH CTL WOULD VECTOR ME AROUND R4001B AND A TEMPORARY RESTR AREA WHICH 
DID NOT HAPPEN. IN THE FUTURE, I SHOULD NOT ASSUME THAT WHILE IN RADAR CONTACT VFR, THAT AN 
ATC FACILITY WILL KEEP ME CLR OF RESTR OR SUA. I WILL NOT RELY ON THE CTLR TO VECTOR ME 
AROUND RESTR AIRSPACE.

Synopsis : 
AN AEST PLT VIOLATED SUA IN THE FORM OF R4001B.
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ACN: 554020

Time
Date : 200207
Day : Wed
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
State Reference : US

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling.Single Value : 10000

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : ZZZ.Tower
Operator.General Aviation : Corporate
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Test Flight
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 5997.6
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 57.6
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 550
ASRS Report : 554020

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : First Officer

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Landed As Precaution

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft
Problem Areas : Maintenance Human Performance
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Narrative :
WHILE CONDUCTING A POST MAINT TEST FLT THE SLIDING WINDOW (APPROX 12 IN X 8 IN PLEXIGLAS) 
DEPARTED THE ACFT. THE RETAINING RAILS (ONE TOP/ONE BOTTOM) PARTIALLY DEBONDED FROM THE 
MAIN WINDOW AND ALLOWED THE SMALL SLIDING WINDOW TO SLIDE AFT AND OUT OF ITS MOUNT. 
CALLBACK CONVERSATION WITH RPTR REVEALED THE FOLLOWING INFO: THE RPTR STATED THE SLIDING 
WINDOW IS LOCATED ON THE SIDE COCKPIT WINDOW AND THE TOP AND BOTTOM RETAINING RAILS THAT 
HOLD THE PLEXIGLAS SLIDING WINDOW BECAME DISBONDED ALLOWING THE PLEXIGLAS PANEL TO SLIP 
OUT.

Synopsis : 
EUROCOPTER BK117A3 ON TEST FLT AT 700 FT. THE PLTS SLIDING WINDOW DEPARTED THE ACFT. 
CAUSED BY DISBONDING OF THE RETAINING RAILS.
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ACN: 554641

Time
Date : 200207
Day : Tue
Local Time Of Day : 1801 To 2400

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : VCV.Tower
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission.Other : LAW ENFORCEMENT

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.Tower : VCV.Tower
Make Model : AS 350 Astar/Ecureuil
Mission.Other : LAW ENFORCEMENT
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 10687.6
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 214.5
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 420.5
ASRS Report : 554641

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Person / 4
Function.Oversight : Supervisor
Function.Controller : Supervisor

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : Airborne Critical
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Evasive Action
Miss Distance.Vertical : 0
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 500

Supplementary
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
AT APPROX XA10, I WAS THE PLT OF ACFT X (MD 600N) ENRTE TO A PURSUIT THAT WAS NBOUND ON THE 
FREEWAY. I LOOKED DOWN TO MAKE SURE THE GPS WAS ACQUIRING THE SATELLITES AND LOOKED 
BACK UP TO SEE AN EUROCOPTER AS350 EMERGE FROM MY L FORWARD BLIND SPOT AT NEARLY 200 
YARDS AWAY WITH NEARLY 240 KTS CLOSURE RATE (DETERMINED BY COMPARING BOTH SIDES OF THE 
STORY AFTER LNDG). I WENT INTO AN AGGRESSIVE L EVASION AND CALLED TWR TO TELL THEM 'YOU 
HAVE A NORDO NBOUND 2 MI S OF THE ARPT, WE JUST HAD AN NMAC, HEADS UP!' I THEN HEARD OTHER 
HELICOPTER SAY ON TWR FREQ 'WE ALREADY TALKED TO TWR.' WE CONTINUED ON TO THE PURSUIT. 
WHILE FLYING BACK TO VCV FROM THE PURSUIT, I RAN IT OVER IN MY MIND AND CAME TO THE 
CONCLUSION THAT TWR HAD NOT NOTIFIED ME OF THE TFC INBOUND FROM THE S. I AM RESPONSIBLE 
FOR 'SEE AND AVOID' PRACTICES, BUT TWR'S FAILURE TO NOTIFY ME THE OTHER ACFT WAS INBOUND 
FROM THE S, OR THAT I WAS OUTBOUND TO THE S, SET THE GND WORK FOR A POTENTIALLY LETHAL 
EVENT. WE WERE NOTIFIED BY OUR VALLEY SHIP THAT A PURSUIT WAS NBOUND ON THE FREEWAY AND 
ASKED IF WE COULD TAKE IT OVER DUE TO THEIR FUEL STATE. WE REFUELED AND STARTED UP BY 
ABOUT XA07 HRS. I CALLED VCV TWR AND TOLD HIM I WAS READY TO DEPART SBOUND. TWR GAVE ME 
THE 'PROCEED AS REQUESTED' TKOF CLRNC. NO MENTION WAS MADE OF ANY ACFT INBOUND FROM THE 
S. I DEPARTED VIA RWY 21 PARALLEL TXWY AND THEN HEADED SBOUND. I LOOKED DOWN AT THE GPS TO 
CHK THAT IT WAS NAVING. ABOUT 4 SECONDS PASSED WITH MY EYES INSIDE THE COCKPIT. WHEN I 
LOOKED UP, I SAW THE AS350 EMERGING FROM MY L DOOR POST BLIND SPOT. I CHOSE A L EVASION. THE 
AS350 APPEARED TO MAKE NO EVASIVE MOVE. I LEVELED OUT AND TURNED ON COURSE SBOUND. THE 
AS350 STATED ON TWR FREQ THAT THEY HAD CONTACTED TWR PRIOR TO ENTERING CLASS D AIRSPACE, 
BUT WE HAD NOT HEARD IT. IT HAD BEEN 3 MINS SINCE WE HAD STARTED THE ENG. AFTER THE PURSUIT 
TERMINATED, WE FLEW BACK TO VCV AND MET WITH THE AS350 CREW. WE CAME TO THE FOLLOWING 
CONCLUSIONS: THE VCV CTLR HAD ACKNOWLEDGED AS350'S INITIAL XMISSION APPROX 10 MI S OF VCV. 
NO MENTION OF THE INBOUND TFC WAS MADE TO ME ON MY DEP CLRNC FROM THE CTLR. THE AS350 HAD 
US IN SIGHT AND WAS TRYING TO CONTACT US ON THEIR INTERNAL VHF. WE WERE ON ANOTHER FREQ IN 
PREPARATION FOR COORD WITH THE ACFT WE WERE RELIEVING. THE AS350 MADE NO EVASIVE 
MANEUVER BECAUSE HE DIDN'T KNOW IF I WAS GOING TO GO R OR L. THIS IS THE SECOND TIME IN 7 
DAYS WE HAVE HAD CONFLICT TFC WITH ANOTHER HELICOPTER. SPOKE WITH VCV TWR CHIEF THAT 
NIGHT ON THIS ISSUE. I BELIEVE MYSELF AND AS350 SHARE AN EQUAL BURDEN OF THE BLAME DUE TO 
OUR OBLIGATION TO SEE AND AVOID TFC, BUT THE VCV ATC HAS THE MAJORITY OF THE BLAME IN THIS 
SIT DUE TO HIS APPARENT LACK OF ATTN AND ASSUMPTION THAT I WAS 'JUST JOKING' ABOUT AN NMAC.

Synopsis : 
DEPARTING VCV, A LAW ENFORCEMENT HELI TAKES EVASIVE ACTION TO AVOID ANOTHER INBOUND LAW 
ENFORCEMENT HELI.
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ACN: 554936

Time
Date : 200207
Day : Wed
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : GMU.Airport
State Reference : SC
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 1600

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling : CLR

Aircraft / 1
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Photo Shoot
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 1485
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 460
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 40
ASRS Report : 554936

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : First Officer

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Landed In Emergency Condition

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
I WAS FLYING BACK FROM ZZZ WITH ANOTHER COMMERCIAL RATED HELI PLT AFTER COMPLETION OF 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY FLT. THIS FLT WAS CONDUCTED UNDER CFR 14, FAR 91. AT ABOUT 10 NM NE OF 
THE FIELD, I SAW THE LOW FUEL LIGHT COME ON AND THE HELI LOST COMPLETE ENG PWR DUE TO LOW 
FUEL. WE FOUND A SUITABLE LNDG SITE. NO HARD LNDG WAS MADE. NOBODY WAS HURT AND THERE 
WAS NO DAMAGE TO THE ACFT AND OTHER PROPERTY. AFTER TOUCHDOWN, FUEL GAUGE WAS 
SHOWING AROUND 25-30 LBS. AFTER REFUELED ACFT, OUR MECH CHKED THE ACFT AND WE 
DETERMINED THAT THIS ACFT IS SAFE TO FLY BACK TO OUR HOME BASE. I MADE EXTENSIVE PREFLT 
PLANNING FOR THIS TRIP ESPECIALLY FUEL FLOW FOR EVERY MIN IN THE PWRED FLT CONFIGN, 
INCLUDING START-UPS AND SHUTDOWNS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH FLT MANUAL. I'D FLOWN THE ACFT BY 
TIME, NOT FOR FUEL GAUGES, SINCE I AM STILL NEW TO THE ACFT AND I COULD NOT PREDICT HOW 
ACCURATE IT IS. THEREFORE, I PLANNED TRIP WITH EXTRA MARGINS BUT IT DID NOT WORK AND 
RESULTED IN A FORCED LNDG. THIS HELI I WAS IN WAS ORIGINALLY USED BY THE UNITED STATES GOV IN 
THE 1970'S AND CONVERTED TO CIVILIAN NORMAL CATEGORY IN THE LATE 1990'S. RARE IN THE CIVILIAN 
WORLD, THIS MEANS LESS RESOURCE AND HARD TO GET INFO FOR THIS HELI. WHAT CAN BE DONE TO 
PREVENT A RECURRENCE IS TO SET A SPECIFIC REFUEL PROC AND FLT DURATION LIMITATION FOR THE 
ACFT. FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN I FLY THIS HELI AGAIN, I SET 200 NM DISTANCE LIMITATION, OR 2 HRS FLT 
DURATION, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. THEN, REGARDLESS OF FUEL QUANTITY (GAUGE OR ESTIMATED 
FUEL REMAINING), YOU WILL REFUEL THE ACFT. I BELIEVE THAT THIS IDEA CAN WORK WELL FOR EVERY 
ACFT IN THE WORLD.

Synopsis : 
HUGHES 369A MAKES AN OFF FIELD LNDG ACCOUNT FUEL STARVATION.
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ACN: 555252

Time
Date : 200207
Day : Wed
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : TEB.Airport
State Reference : NJ

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling : CLR

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : TEB.Tower
Operator.General Aviation : Corporate
Make Model : S-76/S-76 Mark Ii
Mission : Passenger

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.Tower : TEB.Tower
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Skyhawk 172/Cutlass 172
Mission : Pleasure
Flight Phase.Descent : Approach

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 10000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 30
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 7000
ASRS Report : 555252

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : NMAC
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Required Legal Separation
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Evasive Action
Miss Distance.Vertical : 50
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 200

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airport
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
MY ACFT (IN SIGHT OF CTL TWR) WAS CLRED FOR TKOF FROM THE INTXN OF TXWYS J AND K ADJACENT 
TO THE LNDG RWY 1. FROM OUR POS, VIEW OF ACFT ON FINAL WAS BLOCKED BY A HANGAR FACILITY. WE 
WERE TOLD TO AVOID GETTING TOO CLOSE TO TXWY J AS THERE WAS CONSTRUCTION IN PROGRESS 
AND OUR ROTOR WASH WOULD CREATE A MAJOR DUST CLOUD, THEREFORE, OUR VIEW OF THE FINAL 
WAS BLOCKED. PROCS ARE TO CROSS RWY 1/19 EBOUND UNLESS OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED. WE WERE 
CLRED FOR TKOF WITH NO ALTERNATE DEP INSTRUCTIONS AND NO ADVISORIES AS TO ACFT ON FINAL. 
AS WE LIFTED AND PROCEEDED EBOUND, I NOTICED AN ACFT ON SHORT FINAL HAD IMMEDIATELY 
TURNED S TO AVOID. HAD MY ATTN BEEN DIRECTED INSIDE THE COCKPIT TO SCAN FOR PWR SETTINGS 
AND TEMP READINGS DURING TKOF, THE END RESULT WOULD HAVE BEEN CATASTROPHIC, AS IT MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN IF THE ACFT ON FINAL HAD BEEN A GULFSTREAM OR LARGER ACFT. IF THE CTLR HAD ISSUED 
A TKOF CLRNC WITH REF TO PERHAPS 'DEPART OR CROSS BEHIND LNDG TFC,' THIS SIT COULD HAVE 
BEEN AVOIDED.

Synopsis : 
NMAC BTWN A DEPARTING SK76 AND A LNDG C172 ON RWY 1 AT TEB, NJ.
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ACN: 556998

Time
Date : 200208
Day : Fri
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : DEN.Airport
State Reference : CO
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 6500

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling : CLR

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.TRACON : D01.TRACON
Controlling Facilities.Tower : DEN.Tower
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : Bell Helicopter Textron Undifferentiated or Other Model
Mission : Ambulance
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.Tower : DEN.Tower
Make Model : Cessna 310/T310c

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 4000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 90
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 50
ASRS Report : 556998

Person / 3
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Person / 4
Function.Controller : Approach

Person / 5
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : NMAC
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Required Legal Separation
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Evasive Action
Miss Distance.Vertical : 50
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 0

Supplementary
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
ESTABLISHED CONTACT WITH DEN TRACON 20 NM E OF DEN, ALT 6500 FT AGL, HEADING 241 DEGS 
MAGNETIC AND REQUESTED TRANSITION THROUGH B AIRSPACE WITH ARR INFO. RADAR CONTACT WAS 
CONFIRMED. FREQ CHANGED TO DEN TWR 12 NM FOR CLRNC INTO SURFACE B AIRSPACE AND 
INSTRUCTED TO DEVIATE ABOUT 20 DEGS R TO OVERFLY CTL TWR AND TWR WOULD CALL A TURN TO 
THE SW ON COURSE. AT ABOUT 10 NM E OF THE CTL TWR, I SPOTTED A WHITE CESSNA 310 EMERGING 
FROM BLIND SPOT OF THE R WINDOW SUPPORT AT SAME ALT, SBOUND, NO MORE THAN 400 FT DISTANCE 
ON A POSITIVE COLLISION COURSE. I PLACED THE ACFT IN A VERY STEEP DIVE, CALLED THE ACFT POS 
AND ESTIMATE WE PASSED UNDER BY 50-150 FT VERT WITH NO LATERAL SEPARATION. THE PAX 
ESTIMATED THE CESSNA PASSED 50 FT DIRECTLY OVERHEAD. THE ACFT WAS OBSERVED OUT THE L SIDE 
IN A GENTLE DSCNT AFTER WE COMPLETED A 300 FT ALTDEV AT 1/4 MI AT SAME ALT. IF EVASIVE ACTION 
HAD NOT BEEN INITIATED, THE RESULT WOULD HAVE BEEN A MIDAIR. I RPTED THE NEAR MISS AND 
EVASIVE ACTION TO TWR WHICH DID NOT HAVE THE ACFT ON RADAR. MOMENTS LATER, HE RPTED A 
PRIMARY TARGET ON THE BOUNDARY OF THE SURFACE B AIRSPACE. I WAS DIRECTED TO CALL THE TWR 
SUPVR TO PROVIDE THEM WITH ADDITIONAL INFO TO TRACK THE CESSNA. HE RPTED THE ACFT WAS 
'TAGGED,' BUT PROVIDED ONLY MOMENTARY PRIMARY RADAR RETURNS WITH NO ALT READOUTS. THE 
RETURN WAS EVENTUALLY LOST IN TFC. I WAS ADVISED THAT ALL RETURNS WERE ON THE BORDER OF 
THE SURFACE B AIRSPACE 'AND THOSE PLTS KNOW WHERE THE LINE IS WHEN TRANSITIONING S.' 
ADDITIONALLY, HE INFORMED ME THE TWR OPERATOR MAY HAVE BEEN DISTRACTED BECAUSE HE WAS 
IN THE MIDDLE OF A RWY CHANGE. I DID ADVISE HIM THAT I WOULD BE FILING A RPT WITH MY COMPANY.

Synopsis : 
BHT407 PLT HAS NMAC DURING XSIT OF DEN CLASS B AIRSPACE.
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ACN: 559550

Time
Date : 200209
Day : Wed
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : COE.Airport
State Reference : ID

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling.Single Value : 10000

Aircraft / 1
Operator.Common Carrier : Charter
Make Model : Robinson R44
Mission.Other : TOUR
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Aircraft / 2
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Commander 112TC
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 2000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 100
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 150
ASRS Report : 559550

Person / 3
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Insufficient Time
Miss Distance.Vertical : 200
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 0

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft
Problem Areas : Airspace Structure
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
I WAS FLYING A SCENIC TOUR WITH 2 GUESTS ON BOARD APCHING LAKE COEUR D'ALENE FROM THE NW 
NEAR THE VETERANS MEMORIAL BRIDGE. AS WE NEARED THE LAKE AFTER OUR FLYING I-90, WE BEGAN A 
SLOW R TURN OF ABOUT 90 DEGS TO FLY ALONG THE N SHORELINE OF THE LAKE. ABOUT 45 DEGS INTO 
THE TURN, THE COMMANDER APPEARED AT 12 O'CLOCK POS AND ABOUT 200 FT. HE WAS IN A FAIRLY 
STEEP CLB AND AT A FAIRLY HIGH SPD AS HE OVERFLEW US. I LOWERED THE COLLECTIVE TO ATTEMPT A 
DSCNT, BUT HIS CLB WAS MORE EFFECTIVE GIVEN THE LIMITED TIME. THE EVENT OCCURRED SO 
QUICKLY, MY PAX DID NOT EVEN REALIZE WHAT HAD HAPPENED. THE COMMANDER CONTINUED NBOUND 
AND ULTIMATELY MADE A RADIO CALL FOR LNDG AT COEUR D'ALENE. WE WERE BOTH OUTSIDE THE CTAF 
AT COE. THERE IS VERY LITTLE TFC NORMALLY IN THE AREA OF THE INCIDENT. SEAPLANES OPERATE IN 
THE DOWNTOWN AREA ABOUT 3 MI W. I HAVE NOT YET BEEN ABLE TO CONTACT THE PLT OF THE 
COMMANDER TO DETERMINE IF HE ACTUALLY SAW US OR NOT. I DID NOT HAVE MY XPONDER ON SINCE I 
WAS NOT GOING INTO CLASS C AIRSPACE. I WILL HAVE IT ON DURING ANY FUTURE FLT. I DID NOT 
ANNOUNCE MY PROGRESSIVE POS ON MY TOUR RTE. I WILL ANNOUNCE PROGRESSIVE POS AT LEAST AT 
POINTS PRIOR TO MAKING ANY TURNS OR CHANGES IN HDGS OR ALTS. I AM THANKFUL FOR THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE THIS INFO WITH YOU AND AM HOPEFUL THAT IT MAY BE HELPFUL.

Synopsis : 
NMAC BTWN A TOUR R44 HELI AND A LOW FLYING COMMANDER 112TCA 6 MI SE OF COE, ID.
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ACN: 560269

Time
Date : 200209
Day : Sun
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US

Aircraft / 1
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : S-61A/B/L/N/R Sea King
Mission.Other : EXTERNAL LOAD

Person / 1
ASRS Report : 560269

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Company Policies
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft
Problem Areas : Company
Problem Areas : Maintenance Human Performance
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Narrative :
THE MAIN GEAR BOX AND MAIN ROTOR HEAD WERE DUE FOR OVERHAUL.  ONE MAIN ROTOR BLADE HAD 
7.3 HRS LIFE REMAINING, WHICH WAS TO BE CHANGED AT THIS TIME. A SECOND BLADE HAD 86.7 HRS LIFE 
REMAINING. ALL 5 BLADES, MAIN GEAR BOX AND MAIN ROTOR HEAD WERE REMOVED. WHEN THE MAIN 
ROTOR BLADES WERE INSTALLED THE ROTOR BLADE WITH 7.3 HRS REMAINING WAS REINSTALLED AND 
THE BLADE WITH 86.7 HRS REMAINING WAS REMOVED. THIS PROB WAS FOUND ON A ROUTINE 
INSPECTION OF THE ACFT. THE ACFT WAS GNDED AND THE ROTOR BLADE WAS REPLACED. CLR COM 
BTWN THE MAINT CREW AND NOT VERIFYING THE SERIAL NUMBERS OF THE BLADE TO BE REMOVED ARE 
CONTRIBUTING FACTORS.

Synopsis : 
DURING REMOVAL OF THE MAIN GEAR BOX ON A SIKORSKI S61 HELI, THE ROTOR HEAD AND ALL 5 BLADES, 
INCLUDING ONE LOW TIME BLADE, WERE REINSTALLED AND FLOWN OVER RESPECTIVE TIME LIFE LIMITS.
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ACN: 560378

Time
Date : 200207
Day : Sat
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
State Reference : TX

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling : CLR

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.ARTCC : ZHU.ARTCC
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : Jet Ranger/Kiowa
Mission : Passenger
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Aircraft / 3
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : Helicopter
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 4300
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 100
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 850
ASRS Report : 560378

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : NMAC
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Evasive Action
Miss Distance.Vertical : 0
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 50

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airspace Structure
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
IN CRUISE FLT AT 800 FT AGL, APPROX 10 MI NW OF PLATFORM, EUGENE ISLAND, I WAS FORCED TO 
EXECUTE AN EVASIVE MANEUVER (ABRUPT CLB) IN ORDER TO MISS ANOTHER HELI THAT WAS ABOUT TO 
HIT MY PORT SIDE. THE WX WAS CLR WITH 10+ MI VISIBILITY. OBVIOUSLY THE OTHER ACFT DID NOT SEE 
ME, NOR I HIM, UNTIL JUST PRIOR TO AN IMMINENT COLLISION. RECOMMEND ALL ACFT BE FITTED WITH 
STROBE KITS AND/OR COLLISION AVOIDANCE KITS.

Synopsis : 
A 50 FT NMAC BTWN HELI'S OPERATING OFFSHORE IN THE GULF OF MEXICO.
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ACN: 560399

Time
Date : 200209
Day : Mon
Local Time Of Day : 1801 To 2400

Place
State Reference : CA

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling : CLR

Aircraft / 1
Make Model : S-61A/B/L/N/R Sea King
Mission.Other : FLY BY
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 7800
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 75
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 800
ASRS Report : 560399

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : First Officer

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
WE WERE ASSIGNED TO DO A FLY-BY AT STADIUM AT XA43 HRS, FOR A SPECIAL EVENT AT THE STADIUM 
WHICH WAS SPONSORED BY THE STADIUM. IT WAS COORDINATED THROUGH SEARCH AND RESCUE AND 
STADIUM MGR OF SALES WHO IN TURN NOTIFIED A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE CITY FIRE DEPT. THE FLT 
WAS COORDINATED TO BE A TOTAL OF 3 OVERFLTS, 2 FROM W TO E AND 1 N TO S. WE HELD ABOUT 3 MI 
TO THE W UNTIL THE SCHEDULE TIME. AT THE SCHEDULED TIME WE DID THE FLY-BY'S CIRCLING TO THE S 
AFTER THE FIRST W TO E PASS. WE WERE APPROX 400-500 FT ABOVE THE STADIUM LIGHTS AND 80 KTS 
OVER THE S SIDE OF THE STADIUM ON EACH OF THE W TO E PASSES. WE CIRCLED BACK TO THE N AND 
MADE THE FINAL PASS N TO S (CTR FIELD TO HOME BASE) PASSING OVER THE STADIUM SOUTHWALL 
LIGHTS AT APPROX 200-300 FT AND 80 KTS. THIS ACFT IS CAPABLE OF PRODUCING 123% TORQUE ON 1 
ENG, GIVING US A LARGE AMOUNT OF SAFETY MARGIN FOR LEVEL FLT. THE PWR THAT IS REQUIRED TO 
FLY STRAIGHT AND LEVEL AT 80 KTS IS 40% TORQUE (EQUIVALENT TO 80% TORQUE SINGLE ENG) AT THIS 
ALT AND OUR WT. A CONSIDERATION THAT WE THOUGHT AFTER THE FLT, WAS THERE COULD HAVE BEEN 
MORE COORD OF THE FLT PRIOR TO IT TAKING PLACE. THIS WOULD HELP ALLEVIATE ANY CONCERNS OR 
PROBS THAT PERSONS EITHER ON THE GND OR IN THE VICINITY WOULD HAVE ABOUT THE FLT. ONE WAY 
THAT THIS MIGHT BE ACCOMPLISHED, IS BETTER COMS BTWN OUR DEPT, AERO BUREAU, THE FAA, AND 
STADIUM OFFICIALS.

Synopsis : 
AN S61 HELI CREW, AFTER MAKING 3, PRESCHEDULED FLY-BYS OF STADIUM, HAD SECOND THOUGHTS 
ABOUT HOW THE EVENT HAD BEEN ARRANGED.
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ACN: 562498

Time
Date : 200210
Day : Sat
Local Time Of Day : 1801 To 2400

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US

Environment
Flight Conditions : Marginal
Ceiling.Single Value : 1500

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.TRACON : ZZZ.TRACON
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Ambulance
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 5000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 65
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 300
ASRS Report : 562498

Person / 2
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 2
Resolutory Action.Controller : Issued Alert
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Anomaly Accepted
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Unable

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airspace Structure
Problem Areas : ATC Facility
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
Problem Areas : Weather
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Narrative :
RETURNING TO BASE FROM A PATIENT FLT. CHKED WX BEFORE DEP. WX RPTING MVFR, 1200 FT 
SCATTERED, 1500 FT BROKEN, BETTER THAN 5 MI VISIBILITY. LEAVING EASTWARD, CALL-UP TO ZZZ TWR 
WAS INITIATED WITH NO RESPONSE (THE SAME SIT HAS BEEN RPTED TO ME BY MY FELLOW PLTS). 
SEVERAL SUBSEQUENT ATTEMPTS WERE MADE, AGAIN WITH NO REPLY FROM TWR. THINKING MAYBE 
THAT THE TWR HAD CLOSED, I CONTINUED TRANSITIONING THE AREA. FINALLY, AS I WAS ABOUT TO EXIT 
THE AREA, THE CTLR CALLED UP AND ASKED 'N-NUMBER SO AND SO, IS THAT YOU?' I REPLIED 'YES, I'VE 
BEEN TRYING TO CALL YOU.' THEN THE CTLR SAID 'JUST BECAUSE YOU CAN'T REACH US ON THE NORMAL 
FREQ, DOESN'T MEAN YOU SHOULD CONTINUE THROUGH THE AIRSPACE.' 'WE COULD HAVE OTHER ACFT 
OUT THERE.' 'YOU COULD HAVE TRIED 121.5.' I AGREED, I COULD HAVE CALLED ON THE EMER FREQ. I 
DON'T WANT TO POINT FINGERS, BUT THERE SEEMS TO BE PERIODS WHEN THE CTLR IS NOT BEING 
ATTENTIVE. I BELIEVE THAT THE RADIO IN A 24 HR FACILITY SHOULD BE MONITORED 24 HRS. THIS WOULD 
PREVENT FUTURE RECURRENCE OF THE SIT.

Synopsis : 
AIR AMBULANCE HELI PLT FLEW THROUGH CLASS D AIRSPACE WITHOUT CLRNC DUE TO NOT BEING 
ANSWERED AFTER SEVERAL ATTEMPTS.



Page 75

ACN: 563016

Time
Date : 200210
Day : Wed
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
State Reference : HI
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 1500

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : AS 350 Astar/Ecureuil
Mission : Passenger
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Aircraft / 2
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : Cessna Twin Piston Undifferentiated or Other Model
Mission : Passenger
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 9700
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 500
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 6000
ASRS Report : 563016

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : NMAC
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Evasive Action
Miss Distance.Vertical : 100
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 0

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airspace Structure
Problem Areas : Company
Problem Areas : Environmental Factor
Problem Areas : FAA
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
I WAS ON MY WAY BACK FROM A TOUR FLT. AS I WAS REACHING A KNOWN FIX CHK POINT, OPANA POINT, 
A TWIN ENG CESSNA WAS COMING TOWARDS ME HEAD ON. I HAD TO DIVE TO AVOID A MIDAIR COLLISION. 
THIS IS A COMMON OCCURRENCE THAT I HAVE TO DIVE OR TURN FROM AN AIRPLANE WITH 6 PEOPLE 
ABOARD MY HELI AND THE SIMPLE REASON IS THE SFAR RULING IN HAWAII. ACCORDING TO THE SFAR WE 
MUST MAINTAIN 1500 FT OVER PERSONS OR PROPERTY AT ALL TIMES. THIS IS CRAZY. AGAIN AIRPLANES 
CANNOT SEE UNDER THEIR NOSE AND WE ARE CONSTANTLY FLYING IN THE SAME AIRSPACE. IT DOES 
NOT TAKE A ROCKET SCIENTIST TO SEE THAT WE WILL HAVE A MIDAIR COLLISION SOONER OR LATER, 
REMEMBER THAT THE REST OF THE UNITED STATES UNDER FAR 135 RULES, THE HELI CAN FLY OVER 
CONGESTED AREAS AT 300 FT. THAT IS WHY THERE ARE NO MIDAIR COLLISIONS, THERE IS LOTS OF 
ROOM TO AVOID ONE ANOTHER. WE MUST PUT A STOP TO THIS DANGEROUS RULE SFAR 71 HERE IN 
HAWAII. THIS IS THE SECOND TIME THIS HAPPENED TO ME IN THE SAME PLACE, IN THE SAME DAY. I CAN'T 
BELIEVE IT, 2 NEAR MIDAIRS IN 1 DAY. WE NEED SEPARATION BTWN ACFT OR AT LEAST THE OPTION TO 
DO IT OURSELVES WITHOUT THE THREAT OF BEING VIOLATED BY THE HONOLULU FSDO, AND THE MORE 
THE VIOLATIONS TO THE PLTS, THE MORE PLTS WILL WORRY ABOUT THE SFAR AND NOT SAFETY, JUST 
FOR THE SIMPLE REASON THAT THEY WILL GET VIOLATED. IF YOU ASK ANY HELI PLT THEY WILL SAY THE 
SAME THING. I ALSO FEEL THAT THE HAWAIIAN HELI CRASH HERE IN MAUI, HI, THAT KILLED THE 7 PEOPLE 
LAST YEAR, THAT THE SFAR 71 FORCED THE PLT TO REMAIN HIGHER THAN HE SHOULD HAVE. IF HE WAS 
ALLOWED TO GET LOWER, HE WOULD NOT HAVE LOST REF TO THE GND. EVEN THE CRASH ON KAUAI, HI, 
COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED. AND GUESS WHAT THE NTSB USES, THE HONOLULU FSDO TO HELP IN THE 
INVESTIGATION, THE SAME GUYS THAT IMPLEMENTED THE LAW. DO YOU THINK THAT THEY WILL ADMIT 
TO THE COMMON SENSE OF FAA PRESSURE ON A PLT, AS HE AVOIDS BEING VIOLATED. THERE IS 
ENOUGH GOING ON OUT THERE THAN TO BE FORCED INTO A CONGESTED AIRSPACE CAUSED BY THE 
SFAR 71. I HOPE THAT SOMEONE HEARS OUR CRY FOR HELP! CALLBACK CONVERSATION WITH RPTR 
REVEALED THE FOLLOWING INFO: RPTR STATED THAT HE HAS MANY OTHER SIMILAR INSTANCES THAT 
HAPPEN ON ALMOST A DAILY BASIS. THEREFORE, HE AND OTHER COMPANY PLTS HAVE MET WITH THE 
FAA FSDO AVIATION SAFETY MGR AND HAVE SUBMITTED A WRITTEN STATEMENT COVERING THIS PROB. 
HE HOPES THAT SOME RELIEF TO SOME ALT FIXES DURING DEP AND ARR WILL HELP RELIEVE THIS PROB. 
HE DESIRES ALSO TO HAVE SOME RELIEF FROM THE 1500 FT MINIMUM ALT WHEN THE CEILING IS CLOSE 
TO 1500 FT AGL SINCE IT IS USUALLY CLR UNDERNEATH THE CEILING AND YET FLYING NEAR THE CLOUD 
LAYER RESULTS IN ALL ACFT IN THE AREA BEING AT THE SAME ALT. IN ADDITION, HE CLARIFIED THE 
CESSNA ACFT AS A TWIN OPERATED BY ONE OF THE OTHER LCL AIR TOUR OPERATORS.

Synopsis : 
NMAC BTWN AN AS350 AIR TOUR HELI AND A TWIN ENG CESSNA DURING A VFR HAWAIIAN SIGHTSEEING 
FLT.
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ACN: 563017

Time
Date : 200210
Day : Wed
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
State Reference : HI
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 1500

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : AS 350 Astar/Ecureuil
Mission : Passenger
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Aircraft / 2
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : Skyhawk 172/Cutlass 172
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 9700
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 500
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 6000
ASRS Report : 563017

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : NMAC
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Evasive Action
Miss Distance.Vertical : 200
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 0
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Narrative :
I WAS ON MY WAY BACK FROM A TOUR FLT AND AS I WAS REACHING A KNOWN FIX CHK POINT (OPANA 
POINT) A CESSNA WAS COMING TOWARDS ME HEAD ON AND I HAD TO DIVE TO AVOID A MIDAIR 
COLLISION. THIS IS A COMMON OCCURRENCE THAT I HAVE TO DIVE OR TURN FROM AN AIRPLANE WITH 6 
PEOPLE ABOARD MY HELI AND THE SIMPLE REASON IS THE SFAR RULING IN HAWAII. ACCORDING TO THE 
SFAR WE MUST MAINTAIN 1500 FT OVER PERSONS OR PROPERTY AT ALL TIMES. THIS IS CRAZY. AGAIN 
AIRPLANES CANNOT SEE UNDER THEIR NOSE AND WE ARE CONSTANTLY FLYING IN THE SAME AIRSPACE. 
IT DOES NOT TAKE A ROCKET SCIENTIST TO SEE THAT WE WILL HAVE A MIDAIR COLLISION SOONER OR 
LATER. REMEMBER THAT THE REST OF THE UNITED STATES UNDER FAR 135 RULES, THE HELI CAN FLY 
OVER CONGESTED AREAS AT 300 FT THAT IS WHY THERE ARE NO MIDAIR COLLISIONS. THERE IS LOTS OF 
ROOM TO AVOID ONE ANOTHER. WE MUST PUT A STOP TO THIS DANGEROUS RULE SFAR 71 HERE IN 
HAWAII. I HOPE THAT SOMEONE IS LISTENING AND PLANNING TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT. CALLBACK 
CONVERSATION WITH RPTR REVEALED THE FOLLOWING INFO: RPTR STATED THAT IT IS DIFFICULT TO 
STAY CLR OF CLOUDS ON TOURS SINCE MANY TIMES IT IS SAFER TO DSND TO A SLIGHTLY LOWER ALT IN 
ORDER TO AVOID TFC CONFLICTS AS IN THIS INCIDENT. HOWEVER, THE SFAR 71 DOES NOT PERMIT A 
LOWER ALT, FOR WHICH HE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN FOUND TO BE IN VIOLATION.

Synopsis : 
NMAC BTWN AN AS350 HELI AND A TWIN CESSNA DURING AN AIR TOUR FLT IN HAWAII.
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ACN: 563514

Time
Date : 200210
Day : Thu
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : BUR.Airport
State Reference : CA

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling.Single Value : 3000

Aircraft / 1
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission.Other : NEWS
Flight Phase.Cruise.Other : HOOVERING

Aircraft / 2
Make Model : Helicopter

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 15000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 80
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 600
ASRS Report : 563514

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Events
Anomaly.Altitude Deviation : Overshoot
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 2
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airspace Structure
Problem Areas : Environmental Factor
Problem Areas : FAA
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
I WAS FLYING A HELI FOR A LCL TELEVISION STATION COVERING NEWS IN THE AREA. JUST PRIOR TO 
XA00, A FIRE BROKE OUT IN AN APARTMENT BUILDING. ALL OF THE LCL TELEVISION NEWS HELIS ARE IN 
THE AIR AT THIS TIME OF DAY AND WE ALL PROCEEDED TO THE AREA. AS THE VARIOUS ACFT ARRIVED, 
THEY EITHER SET UP IN A HOVER OR AN ORBIT IN ORDER TO COVER THE STORY. FIRE WAS RAGING OUT 
OF THE WINDOWS OF A 12TH FLOOR APARTMENT AND THIS WAS A VERY LEGITIMATE NEWS STORY. I 
RECALL APPROX 5 NEWS HELIS BEING ON THE SCENE. WE WERE ALL IN COM WITH EACH OTHER ON OUR 
COMMON FREQ. AS IS CUSTOMARY, WE CONTINUOUSLY MONITORED EACH OTHER'S POS AND 
ANNOUNCED OUR MOVEMENTS ON THE COMMON FREQ. THE REASON I AM SUBMITTING THIS FORM IS 
BECAUSE ONE OF THE PLTS HAS ADVISED ME THAT SHE HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY THE LOS ANGELES 
FSDO AND ACCUSED OF FLYING TOO LOW OVER THE INCIDENT. MOST OF US COVERED THE STORY FOR 
30-45 MINS AND AT NO TIME DID I EVER SEE ANY OF THE ACFT, INCLUDING MINE, OPERATE LOWER THAN 
ABOUT 1300 FT MSL, WHICH WOULD BE APPROX 1000 FT AGL. SOMEONE MAY HAVE OPERATED A LITTLE 
LOWER AND I DIDN'T SEE THEM, BUT I PERSONALLY NEVER WENT BELOW 1300 FT AND DON'T RECALL 
SEEING ANYONE SIGNIFICANTLY LOWER THAN ME. I KNOW THIS IS A NOISE SENSITIVE AREA AND WE 
DISCUSSED THAT AT A RECENT MEETING BTWN NEWS MEDIA PLTS AND THE LCL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
PLTS JUST A FEW WKS AGO. WE TRY TO AVOID THIS AREA IN OUR GENERAL TRAVELS, BUT WHEN A 
SIGNIFICANT NEWS STORY SUCH AS THIS HAPPENS, WE HAVE TO COVER IT. WE ARE ALSO GOING TO 
OPERATE SAFELY, WITH GOOD COMS BTWN ACFT AND AT SAFE AND LEGAL ALTS. THAT IS WHAT 
EVERYONE AT THIS INCIDENT DID, IN MY OPINION, AND I DID NOT SEE OR HEAR ANY OF THE MEDIA ACFT 
OPERATE AT EXTREMELY LOW ALTS.

Synopsis : 
AN AS350 CONTRACT PLT FOR A TV STATION CITES AN FAA INVESTIGATION OF CHARGES AGAINST 
ANOTHER ROTARY WINGED PLT FOR FLYING TOO LOW OVER A RESTR AREA DURING A FIRE COVERAGE 
FLT, 7 MI S OF BUR, CA.
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ACN: 563749

Time
Date : 200210
Day : Fri
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 5000

Environment
Flight Conditions : IMC
Ceiling.Single Value : 1500

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.TRACON : ZZZ.TRACON
Operator.Common Carrier : Air Taxi
Make Model : S-76/S-76 Mark Ii
Mission : Ambulance
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 10500
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 50
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 2200
ASRS Report : 563749

Person / 2
Function.Controller : Departure

Person / 3
Function.Flight Crew : First Officer

Events
Independent Detector.Aircraft Equipment.Other Aircraft Equipment : TRANSMISSION OIL PRESS
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Declared Emergency
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Landed As Precaution
Resolutory Action.Controller : Provided Flight Assist

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft



Page 82

Narrative :
DURING CRUISE FLT (IMC IN AND OUT) AT 5000 FT, MAIN XMISSION OIL PRESSURE STARTED A CONTINUAL, 
SLOW DROP. WHEN PRESSURE REACHED THE YELLOW (CAUTIONARY) RANGE, AN EMER WAS DECLARED 
AND A DSCNT WAS STARTED. OIL PRESSURE CONTINUED TO DROP TO LOW YELLOW. ATC ADVISED ZZZ 
ARPT WAS AT 190 DEGS AND 5 MI. DECISION WAS MADE NOT TO PROCEED TO ZZZ, BUT RATHER LAND IN A 
FIELD AS SOON AS THE ACFT ENCOUNTERED VMC. ATC ALSO ADVISED THAT THE LAST RPTED CEILING 
WAS 1500 FT. ACFT BROKE OUT AT 1500 FT AND LANDED ON A DIRT ROAD. SOMEWHERE BTWN 1500 FT 
AND LNDG, THE OIL PRESSURE RECOVERED TO THE LOW GREEN. MAINT COULD NOT FIND A MECHANICAL 
CAUSE FOR THIS OCCURRENCE. ALL XMISSION OIL FILTERS WERE CHANGED. THE ACFT WAS RUN UP AND 
LEAK CHKED. PRESSURE WAS NORMAL, ACFT WAS RETURNED TO SVC.

Synopsis : 
S76 HELI PLT HAS LOSS OF XMISSION OIL PRESSURE, DECLARES EMER.
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ACN: 563847

Time
Date : 200210
Day : Mon
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US

Aircraft / 1
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Bell 47

Person / 1
ASRS Report : 563847

Events
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft
Problem Areas : Chart Or Publication
Problem Areas : FAA
Problem Areas : Maintenance Human Performance
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Narrative :
WE WERE ASKED TO PERFORM A 1200-HR INSPECTION ON A BELL 47G-3B. DUE TO TIME CONSTRAINTS 
IMPOSED BY THE OWNER, WE WERE UNABLE TO PERFORM A COMPLETE 1200-HR INSPECTION. I 
PERSONALLY PERFORM A 1200-HR INSPECTION ON THE MAIN ROTOR XMISSION AND TAIL ROTOR HUB 
ASSEMBLY. I SUPERVISED THE 1200-HR INSPECTION ON THE SWASH PLATE ASSEMBLY AND MAIN ROTOR 
HUB ASSEMBLY. 8 MONTHS EARLIER ANOTHER MECH WORKED ON THE AIRFRAME AND TAIL ROTOR GEAR 
BOX. ABOUT 6 MONTHS AFTER THE WORK ON THE XMISSION, THE OWNER TOOK THE ACFT TO A REPAIR 
STATION TO HAVE A 100-HR INSPECTION PERFORMED. THE MECH FROM THE REPAIR STATION FOUND 
SOME DISCREPANCIES IN THE LOGBOOK ENTRIES AND WE MET TO SORT THEM OUT. IT TURNED OUT 
THAT I FORGOT TO HAVE THE MECH WHO PERFORMED THE NON DESTRUCTIVE TEST SIGN HIS WORK. I 
HAD THE MECH WHO PERFORMED THE NON DESTRUCTIVE TEST SIGN THE LOGBOOKS. THE MECH FROM 
THE REPAIR STATION ALSO BELIEVED THE OTHER MECH WAS NOT QUALIFIED TO PERFORM THE NON 
DESTRUCTIVE TEST AND, THEREFORE, THE 1200-HR INSPECTIONS WERE NOT COMPLETE. ABOUT 3 
MONTHS LATER, I RECEIVED A LETTER OF INVESTIGATION FROM OUR LCL FSDO CLAIMING THERE WAS A 
COMPLAINT AND UPON INSPECTION SOME ITEMS MAY NOT HAVE MET THE BELL 1200-HR INSPECTION 
REQUIREMENTS. THERE WAS NO SPECIFIC PARTS MENTIONED IN THIS LETTER. I RESPONDED TO THE 
LETTER EXPLAINING THAT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE THE PARTS THAT I WORKED ON MET THE 
REQUIREMENTS IN THE BELL 1200-HR INSPECTION CRITERIA. I ALSO REQUESTED THAT THE SPECIFIC 
PARTS BE IDENTED SO I MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE MORE INFO. AS OF THIS TIME, I HAVE NOT BEEN TOLD 
AS TO WHICH ITEMS ARE IN QUESTION. AFTER SOME OUTSIDE INVESTIGATION, I FOUND OUT THAT THE 
MECH WHO PERFORMED THE NON DESTRUCTIVE TEST RECEIVED A LETTER ALSO REQUESTING HIS 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR PERFORMING NON DESTRUCTIVE TEST. I AM ASSUMING THE NON DESTRUCTIVE 
TEST IS WHAT IS BEING QUESTIONED. THE COMPONENTS THAT I WORKED ON WERE DONE IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE BELL 47G-3 MAINT AND OVERHAUL MANUAL. WHEN I GAVE THE PARTS TO THE 
MECH FOR NON DESTRUCTIVE TEST, I HAD AND STILL DO HAVE THE UNDERSTANDING THAT AN A&P MECH 
CAN PERFORM NON DESTRUCTIVE TEST, PROVIDED HE HAS THE EXPERIENCE OR TRAINING, USES 
CALIBRATED EQUIP, AND USES ACCEPTABLE CRITERIA. I KNOW THE MECH WHO PERFORMED THE NON 
DESTRUCTIVE TEST WAS TRAINED, AS I WAS, AT THE BELL COMPONENT OVERHAUL COURSE, HE USED 
CALIBRATED EQUIP AT THE AIRLINE WHERE HE IS A MECH, AND HE USED THE INSPECTION CRITERIA OF 
THE BELL OVERHAUL MANUAL. THE MANUAL ALSO DOES NOT SPECIFY THAT THE NON DESTRUCTIVE TEST 
BE PERFORMED BY A CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN. I DID NOT READ THE INSPECTION CRITERIA OF THE NON 
DESTRUCTIVE TEST BECAUSE I HAVE KNOWN THE MECH TO BE TRUSTWORTHY AND HAVE HAD NO 
REASON TO DOUBT THE WORK HE PERFORMED. I FEEL IF I HAD READ THE NON DESTRUCTIVE TEST 
CRITERIA PERSONALLY, I MIGHT HAVE CAUGHT ANY DISCREPANCIES THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN. MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, I FEEL THAT IF AN A&P MECH CANNOT PERFORM NON DESTRUCTIVE TESTING, THE REGS 
SHOULD BE MORE CLR AS TO WHO CAN PERFORM NON DESTRUCTIVE TESTING. AN EXAMPLE IS THE REG 
FOR XPONDER TEST SPECIFICALLY SAYS A CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN MUST PERFORM THAT TEST. AS A 
SIDE NOTE, I HAVE TALKED TO MANY A&P MECHS, WITH VARIOUS BACKGNDS, AND I HAVE FOUND THAT 
THERE IS MUCH CONFUSION ON THIS MATTER OF NON DESTRUCTIVE TESTING.

Synopsis : 
A BELL 47G-3B AFTER COMPLETION OF A 1200 HR INSPECTION THE FAA QUESTIONS THE QUALIFICATION 
OF A TECHNICIAN WHO PERFORMED A NON DESTRUCTIVE TEST.
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ACN: 563949

Time
Date : 200210
Day : Wed
Local Time Of Day : 0001 To 0600

Place
State Reference : MD
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 2500

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling.Single Value : 5500

Aircraft / 1
Operator.General Aviation : Corporate
Make Model : Jet Ranger/Kiowa
Mission : Business
Mission.Other : NEWS MEDIA
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level
Flight Phase.Cruise.Other : PLT NAV

Aircraft / 2
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Tactical
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level
Flight Phase.Cruise.Other : PLT NAV

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 8100
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 95
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 2200
ASRS Report : 563949

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : NMAC
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Became Reoriented
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Evasive Action
Miss Distance.Vertical : 25
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 200

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airspace Structure
Problem Areas : Company
Problem Areas : Environmental Factor
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
I WAS PLTING A BELL 206B JET RANGER APPROX 11 NM NW OF FDK ARPT. I WAS ON A PHOTO MISSION 
FOR A LCL NEWS STATION. I WAS FLYING SLOW, IN A CLOCKWISE ORBIT OVER INTERSTATE 70, AT AN ALT 
OF 2500 FT MSL. I NOTICED 3 OTHER ACFT ALSO ORBITING IN THE SAME AREA, AT A LOWER ALT (APPROX 
800-1000 FT MSL). I MAINTAINED AN ADEQUATE SEPARATION WITH THE OTHER ACFT AT ALL TIMES AND 
MAINTAINED MY ALT AT ALL TIMES. AFTER APPROX 20 MINS OF FLYING IN THE AREA, I NOTICED 1 ACFT 
BEGIN TO CLB TO MY ALT. SUDDENLY, I WAS BLASTED WITH A HIGH PWRED BEAM OF LIGHT COMING 
FROM THE ACFT THAT HAD CLBED TO MY ALT. THE CABIN WAS FILLED WITH A WHITE HOT LIGHT AS IT 
ILLUMINATED THE COCKPIT. I WAS MOMENTARILY BLINDED BY THE INTENSE LIGHT -- AND MY NIGHT 
VISION COMPLETELY DESTROYED. I RECOVERED THE ACFT AND STRUGGLED TO MAINTAIN STRAIGHT AND 
LEVEL FLT. I IMMEDIATELY TOOK EVASIVE ACTION AND TURNED THE HELI AWAY FROM THE SOURCE OF 
THE INCOMING LIGHT. AS I MANEUVERED AWAY FROM THE OTHER ACFT, TO KEEP FROM THE DIRECT 
BEAM OF LIGHT, I NOTICED THAT THE MARKINGS OF THE OTHER HELI WERE OF A POLICE HELI WITH HIS 
NIGHTSUN FOCUSED ON MY ACFT. I THEN TRIED TO CONTACT THE OTHER ACFT ON SEVERAL CTAF'S. I 
FINALLY WAS ABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE POLICE HELI ON 123.02. THE LIEUTENANT INFORMED ME 
THAT I MUST LEAVE THE AREA IMMEDIATELY. I OBEYED THE REQUEST, AND BEGAN TO FLY OUT OF THE 
AREA. CALLBACK CONVERSATION WITH RPTR REVEALED THE FOLLOWING INFO: THE RPTR STATED THAT 
INFO HAD BEEN RECEIVED REGARDING SNIPER SHOOTINGS WHICH HAD PLAGUED THE LCL AREA IN 
RECENT WKS. THE NEWS DESK DISPATCHED THE RPTR TO COVER THE EVENT. APPARENTLY, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT DISPATCHED 3 HELIS. THE RPTR STATED HIS WAS THE ONLY NEWS HELI PRESENT. 
ALTHOUGH NOT REQUIRED TO HAVE LAW ENFORCEMENT PERMISSION/COORD TO COVER SUCH EVENTS, 
A COMMON FREQ IS USED BY POLICE AND NEWS ACFT TO COMMUNICATE THEIR POS. IT WAS 
SPECULATED BY THE RPTR, THAT DUE TO THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS CASE, THE POLICE WANTED ALL 
NON PARTICIPATING PERSONNEL TO VACATE THE AREA. APPARENTLY, A HIGH INTENSITY 'NIGHT SUN 
LIGHT,' USED MAINLY BY LAW ENFORCEMENT, WAS DIRECTED ON HIS ACFT, CAUSING TEMPORARY 
BLINDNESS. THE RPTR FELT USE OF SUCH A HIGH PWRED LIGHT WAS A COMPROMISE TO SAFETY.

Synopsis : 
A B06 PLT, DURING A PHOTO MISSION FOR A LCL NEWS STATION, WAS CONFRONTED BY A POLICE HELI 
REQUESTING HE LEAVE THE AREA IMMEDIATELY.
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ACN: 564585

Time
Date : 200211
Day : Sat
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
State Reference : CA

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling : CLR

Aircraft / 1
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Pleasure

Aircraft / 2
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Any Unknown or Unlisted Aircraft Manufacturer

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 3000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 45
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 200
ASRS Report : 564585

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Events
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Insufficient Time
Miss Distance.Vertical : 0
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 250

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Airport
Problem Areas : Environmental Factor
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
I RETURNED FROM AN AFTERNOON HELI FLT TO LAND AT MY ARPT, DVO, AT NOVAT	O, CA. I GOT THE 
AWOS A FEW MI OUT AND WHEN CLOSER, ANNOUNCED THAT I WOULD BE LNDG AT THE HELI LNDG PAD 
(ON THE E SIDE OF THE RWY). I LANDED, REMAINING IN A HOVER, AND WAS SATISFIED THAT EVERYTHING 
SEEMED TO BE NORMAL AT THE ARPT. MY INTENTION WAS TO CROSS THE RWY AT ABOUT 100-200 FT ALT 
AND PROCEED TO THE W SIDE OF THE FIELD (WHERE MY HANGAR WAS LOCATED). I DID NOT NOTICE ANY 
RADIO CALLS OR ANY OTHER ACFT ACTIVITY AT THAT TIME, ALTHOUGH THERE HAD BEEN REGULAR 
ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT THE AFTERNOON. I MADE MY RADIO CALL AND SCANNED THE ARPT. I TOOK OFF 
AND WAS SOON SURPRISED TO SEE A SINGLE ENG LOW WING AIRPLANE CROSS MY FLT PATH IN FRONT 
OF ME, FROM N TO S (R TO L). WE MISSED EACH OTHER BY SOME 200 FT. WHILE I WAS SURPRISED, I WAS 
NOT ALARMED, SINCE IT WAS CLR THAT THERE WAS NO DANGER OF COLLISION. I DID NOT ATTEMPT ANY 
EVASIVE ACTION. HOWEVER, I WAS RATHER SHOCKED BY THIS EVENT, REALIZING WHAT COULD HAVE 
HAPPENED IF CONDITIONS HAD BEEN A LITTLE DIFFERENT. I WAS MORE CONCERNED WITH FINISHING MY 
FLT ACROSS THE FIELD THAN I WAS WITH TRYING TO MAKE CONTACT WITH THE OTHER ACFT. AFTER A 
FEW SECONDS, AN UNIDENTIFIED MALE VOICE APPEARED ON THE RADIO ASKING IF ANYONE WAS ON 
FREQ. I REPLIED, GAVE MY CALL SIGN AND STATED THAT I WAS PROCEEDING TO THE W SIDE OF THE 
FIELD. I DID NOT KNOW WHO HAD CALLED. JUST AFTER I LANDED NEAR MY HANGAR, THERE WAS 
ANOTHER CALL, SAYING 'THAT WAS PRETTY CLOSE.' I REPLIED, 'I AGREE WITH YOU. SORRY ABOUT THAT.' 
NOTHING MORE WAS HEARD. I HAD DECIDED TO APOLOGIZE INTO THE BLIND IMMEDIATELY RATHER THAN 
TRY TO FIGURE OUT WHAT HAPPENED OR EVEN TO THINK OF WHO MIGHT BE AT FAULT. I DO NOT KNOW 
WHERE THAT PLANE CAME FROM. ALTHOUGH VISIBILITY WAS EXCELLENT, THE SUN WAS BRIGHT AND 
LOW IN THE SKY, MAKING IT DIFFICULT TO LOOK TOWARDS THE W AND NW. IN ANY EVENT, I DID NOT SEE 
THE AIRPLANE ON THE GND OR GETTING INTO THE AIR. THE FACT THAT I WAS ON THE OPPOSITE END OF 
THE RWY DID NOT HELP. THE PLANE MAY HAVE BEEN IN THE RUNUP AREA WHEN I TOOK OFF, OR 
PERHAPS IT WAS EVEN TAKING OFF AT THE VERY TIME I DID. IT MAY HAVE BEEN A TOUCH-AND-GO. IT IS 
ALSO POSSIBLE THAT THE AIRPLANE MADE ITS DEP CALL AT EXACTLY THE SAME TIME THAT I DID, 
ALTHOUGH I DID NOT NOTICE ANY UNUSUAL SQUEALING 'STEPPED ON' SOUND. THE MORAL, AS USUAL, IS: 
CHK, DOUBLECHK, AND CHK AGAIN.

Synopsis : 
RWY INCURSION BY A ROTARY WINGED TFC PLT ON AN AIR TAXI MANEUVER HAS AN NMAC WITH 
ANOTHER GA ACFT WHO WAS ON TKOF FROM RWY 31 AT DVO, CA.
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ACN: 565233

Time
Date : 200211
Day : Sun
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : 2V2.Airport
State Reference : CO

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Enstrom Helicopter 280 Shark
Mission : Training

Aircraft / 2
Make Model : Cessna 152

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 3000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 50
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 200
ASRS Report : 565233

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : NMAC
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Required Legal Separation
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Evasive Action
Miss Distance.Vertical : 20
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 100

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Environmental Factor
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
LEAVING HELI PRACTICE AREA S OF RWY, I DID A CLRING TURN TO VIEW BOTH ENDS OF RWY. I SAW NO 
ACFT AND PROCEEDED N TO CROSS RWY. JUST AS I APCHED RWY, I SAW AN ACFT (WHITE WITH BLUE) 
LIFTING OFF. MADE IMMEDIATE EVASIVE TURN. FLAT LIGHTING, ACFT COLOR, NO RADIO CALL.

Synopsis : 
NMAC AT A NON TWR ARPT BTWN A HELI IN A RWY INCURSION DURING AN AIR TAXI MANEUVER AND A 
DEP C152 ON LIFTOFF FROM RWY 11-29 AT 2V2, CO.
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ACN: 565485

Time
Date : 200211
Day : Wed
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : 2V2.Airport
State Reference : CO

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling : CLR

Aircraft / 1
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Helicopter
Mission : Training
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Aircraft / 2
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Cessna 401
Flight Phase.Descent : Intermediate Altitude

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 12000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 200
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 60
ASRS Report : 565485

Person / 3
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : NMAC
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Anomaly.Non Adherence.Other : Position Rpting Proc
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Anomaly Accepted
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Insufficient Time

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
ENRTE FROM FT. COLLINS/DOWNTOWN ARPT TO COMPANY. CRUISING AT 1200 FT AGL WITH UNRESTR 
VISIBILITY. MONITORING CTAF FREQS OF ARPTS WE WERE PASSING NEAR AND WOULD ANNOUNCE OUR 
LOCATION AS NECESSARY. HEARD CESSNA CALL LONGMONT (2V2) FOR ARPT ADVISORIES. VERY POOR, 
WEAK QUALITY CALL AND POS WAS CONFUSED. CESSNA INITIALLY RPTED N OF 2V2 THEN CHANGED TO 5 
MI S OF 2V2. BOTH RATED PAX AND MYSELF WERE ACTIVELY LOOKING FOR THE TFC ALTHOUGH THEY 
SHOULD BE WELL CLEAR OF OUR FLT. I CAUGHT SOME MOVEMENT FROM OUR L AND DISCOVERED THE 
TWIN CESSNA UNDERNEATH OF OUR FLT! THIS IS THE SAME CESSNA THAT RPTED N THEN S OF THE 
ARPT. THEY WERE ACTUALLY E OF THIS ARPT AND OBVIOUSLY VERY LOW FOR BEING 5 MI FROM THE 
ARPT. THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE THAT THEY EVER SAW US. THEY DID NOT RESPOND TO OUR RADIO CALL 
AND WE DID NOT HAVE TIME TO DIVERT TO 2V2 AND CHALLENGE THEM IN PERSON.

Synopsis : 
NMAC OCCURS WHEN THE PLT OF A SCHWEIZER 300C NOTICES TOO LATE THAT A TWIN CESSNA PLT 
WHO WAS ISSUING CONTRADICTORY POS RPTS ON CTAF, WAS DIRECTLY UNDER HIS ACFT 5 NM E OF 2V2, 
CO.
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ACN: 566221

Time
Date : 200211
Day : Sun
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : FXE.Airport
State Reference : FL
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 600

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling.Single Value : 1200

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : FXE.Tower
Operator.General Aviation : Corporate
Make Model : S-76/S-76 Mark Ii
Mission : Passenger
Flight Phase.Descent : Approach
Route In Use.Approach : Traffic Pattern

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.Tower : FXE.Tower
Operator.General Aviation : Corporate
Make Model : Gulfstream IV
Flight Phase.Descent : Approach
Flight Phase.Descent : Intermediate Altitude
Route In Use.Approach : Circling

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 6500
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 65
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 2200
ASRS Report : 566221

Person / 2
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Person / 4
Function.Flight Crew : First Officer

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : Airborne Less Severe
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Clearance
Independent Detector.Aircraft Equipment : TCAS
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 3
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 9000

Supplementary
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : Weather
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Narrative :
APCHING FXE FROM THE SE, WE MADE AN INITIAL CALL AT 7.5 NM FROM THE ARPT. WE WERE 
INSTRUCTED TO HOLD AT A POINT 2 MI SE OF FXE. AT 2.9 NM SE, WE REQUESTED A LNDG AT THE UNITED 
STATES CUSTOMS RAMP. WE WERE TOLD TO HOLD DUE TO A GULFSTREAM IV ON A CIRCLING APCH TO 
THE S. WE OBSERVED THE GULFSTREAM SW OF THE ARPT AND ADVISED THAT WE HAD THE 
GULFSTREAM IN SIGHT AND COULD MAINTAIN SEPARATION. A HOLD BY US AT THE 2 MI POS WOULD HAVE 
BEEN A DIRECT AND DANGEROUS CONFLICT WITH THE GULFSTREAM ON HIS DOWNWIND TO BASE TURN 
AND MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO MAINTAIN VISUAL CONTACT. WE WERE GIVEN AS TFC TO THE 
GULFSTREAM, WHO RPTED US IN SIGHT. WE WERE THEN INSTRUCTED BY THE TWR TO TURN TO THE S. 
WE REFUSED THIS INSTRUCTION AS IT WOULD HAVE TURNED OUR ACFT INTO THE PATH OF THE 
GULFSTREAM. WE WERE SUBSEQUENTLY GIVEN CLRNC TO LAND ON THE TXWY ABEAM THE UNITED 
STATES CUSTOMS RAMP. SUBSEQUENT TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH THE PLT OF THE GULFSTREAM 
REVEALED THAT HE HAD HAD US IN SIGHT AND THAT OUR COURSE APPEARED TO BE NO CONFLICT TO 
HIS ACFT. HE ALSO STATED THAT HE DID NOT RECEIVE A TCASII RA ON OUR ACFT. THE PURPOSE OF OUR 
REQUEST TO LAND WAS TO RESOLVE A COLLISION CONFLICT WITH THE GULFSTREAM AS IT WAS 
EXECUTING THE CIRCLING APCH. CONTRIBUTING TO THE CONFLICT WAS A STRONG SURFACE WIND 
FROM THE NW WHICH WOULD MAKE IT UNLIKELY THAT THE GULFSTREAM WOULD REMAIN INSIDE OF 2 MI 
DURING ITS CIRCLE.

Synopsis : 
S76 PLT REFUSED THE ATCT LCL INSTRUCTIONS OF WHERE TO HOLD FOR A G4 ON A CIRCLING APCH AT 
FXE.
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ACN: 568834

Time
Date : 200212
Day : Wed
Local Time Of Day : 0601 To 1200

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : HNL.Airport
State Reference : HI
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 500

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling.Single Value : 6000

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : HNL.Tower
Operator.Common Carrier : Charter
Make Model : MD Helicopter 500/C/D/E/L
Mission : Passenger
Route In Use.Approach : Visual

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.Tower : HNL.Tower
Operator.General Aviation : Personal
Make Model : Skylane 182/Rg Turbo Skylane/Rg
Mission : Pleasure

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 4900
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 227
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 650
ASRS Report : 568834

Person / 2
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Person / 3
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : Airborne Critical
Anomaly.Non Adherence : Published Procedure
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Evasive Action
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 150

Supplementary
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
BEFORE I CROSSED THE RWYS AT HNL ARPT, LCL CTLR TOLD ME TO HEAD TO THE TERMINAL (W SIDE). AS 
I APCHED THE TERMINAL (DSND TO 500 FT), WAS INSTRUCTED BY CTLR TO 'CROSS ALL THE RWYS' AND 
'DO YOU HAVE TFC ON THE 4'S?' I HAD VISUAL WITH A LNDG AIRPLANE ON RWY 4L, AND TOLD THE CTLR 'I 
HAVE CONTACT, AND WILL MAINTAIN VISUAL.' AS I CROSSED THE RWYS AND TURNED R TO DOWNWIND, I 
HEARD THE CTLR CLR SOMEONE 'FOR TKOF, DIRECT SHORELINE APPROVED.' AS I LOOKED TO THE R, I 
SAW A C182 RETRACTABLE GEAR PLANE TAKING OFF AND CLBING TOWARDS ME. I TURNED THE HELI 
IMMEDIATELY AND DIVED IT TO THE R, TOWARDS TXWY C AND TO AVOID THE PLANE. THE REST OF THE 
LNDG WAS NORMAL. I BELIEVE THE CTLR SHOULD HAVE WAITED UNTIL I WAS DOWN AND CLR BEFORE 
ALLOWING THE PLANE TO TKOF. IT CREATED A TFC CONFLICT THAT COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED.

Synopsis : 
H500 PLT TAKES EVASIVE ACTION FROM DEPARTING C182 FROM HNL RWY 4R HAVING RPTED WRONG 
ACFT ISSUED TFC IN SIGHT.



Page 97

ACN: 569241

Time
Date : 200212
Day : Thu
Local Time Of Day : 1801 To 2400

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : VNY.Airport
State Reference : CA
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 13000

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft / 1
Controlling Facilities.Tower : VNY.Tower
Make Model : AS 350 Astar/Ecureuil
Mission : Business
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Aircraft / 2
Controlling Facilities.Tower : VNY.Tower
Make Model : Helicopter

Person / 1
Function.Oversight : PIC
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 5200
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 200
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 200
ASRS Report : 569241

Person / 3
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot

Person / 4
Function.Controller : Local

Events
Anomaly.Conflict : NMAC
Anomaly.Non Adherence : FAR
Independent Detector.Other.ControllerA : 4
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.Flight Crew : Took Evasive Action
Resolutory Action.Controller : Issued Advisory
Miss Distance.Vertical : 0
Miss Distance.Horizontal : 150

Supplementary
Problem Areas : ATC Human Performance
Problem Areas : Flight Crew Human Performance
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Narrative :
CREW ASSIGNED FLYING OVER ABOUT 1 MI W OF VAN NUYS ARPT. THE ACFT WAS SBOUND AT 1300 FT 
MSL HOLDING 90 KTS OF AIRSPD. ACFT LIGHTS ILLUMINATED INCLUDED THE ANTI-COLLISION LIGHTS, POS 
LIGHTS, AND THE STROBE LIGHTS. THE PLT WAS IN RADIO CONTACT WITH VAN NUYS TWR, 119.00. THE 
CTLR WARNED OF AN ACFT IN THE AREA AND STATED THE OTHER ACFT, A HELI, HAD ACFT X IN SIGHT. 
THE CREW OF ACFT X DID NOT HAVE THE OTHER ACFT IN SIGHT AND CONTINUED LOOKING. VAN NUYS 
ARPT RPTED TO ACFT X AGAIN. THE ACFT WAS WBOUND AND AT 1300 FT. BOTH THE FO AND THE PLT 
COULD NOT SEE THE ACFT AND RPTED TO VAN NUYS THAT THEY WERE STILL LOOKING FOR THE ACFT. 
THE PLT AND FO SAW THE ACFT AT THE SAME TIME AND OBSERVED THE ACFT TO BE ABOUT 50 YARDS 
AWAY AND CLOSING VERY FAST. ALL THE AIRCREW COULD SEE WAS THE ACFT SHADOW AND A GREEN 
POS LIGHT. ACFT X AND THE ACFT WERE AT THE SAME ALT. THE PLT OF ACFT X ABRUPTLY TURNED THE 
ACFT L TO AVOID A COLLISION. BOTH THE PLT AND THE FO AGREED IF THE TURN HAD NOT BEEN MADE, A 
COLLISION WOULD HAVE OCCURRED. THE PLT ALSO NOTED THAT THE ACFT TCASII SYS WAS 
OPERATIONAL AND WARNING PROPERLY. THE PLT OF THE OTHER ACFT STATED ON VAN NUYS FREQ 
THAT HE THOUGHT ACFT X WAS IN A R-HAND ORBIT. VAN NUYS TWR ASKED BOTH PLTS TO CALL VAN 
NUYS TWR AFTER LNDG.

Synopsis : 
A NMAC OCCURRED BTWN 2 HELIS APPROX 1 MI W OF VAN NUYS ARPT TWR.
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ACN: 570760

Time
Date : 200301
Day : Thu
Local Time Of Day : 1201 To 1800

Place
Locale Reference.Airport : ZZZ.Airport
State Reference : US

Environment
Flight Conditions : VMC
Ceiling : CLR

Aircraft / 1
Operator.Common Carrier : Charter
Make Model : Bell 47
Flight Phase.Cruise : Level

Person / 1
Function.Flight Crew : Single Pilot
Experience.Flight Time.Total : 5000
Experience.Flight Time.Last 90 Days : 91
Experience.Flight Time.Type : 2540
ASRS Report : 570760

Events
Independent Detector.Other.Flight CrewA : 1
Resolutory Action.None Taken : Detected After The Fact

Supplementary
Problem Areas : Aircraft
Problem Areas : Chart Or Publication
Problem Areas : Environmental Factor
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Narrative :
WHILE CONDUCTING THE 21ST FLT OF THE DAY PART 135 OPERATION TO AN OFFSHORE LOCATION SOLO, 
WITH NO CARGO IN A BELL 407 TO PICK UP PERSONNEL, A SLIGHT VERTICAL VIBRATION WAS NOTED IN 
CRUISE FLT. THE VIBRATION WAS NOT SEVERE, HOWEVER SINCE IT HAD NOT BEEN NOTICED 
PREVIOUSLY THE DETERMINATION WAS TO MAKE A PRECAUTIONARY LNDG (19 MILES S, 174 DEG OF ZZZ 
TO INSPECT THE ACFT. DURING THE LNDG PHASE, BELOW TRANSLATIONAL LIFT THE VIBRATION WAS NOT 
NOTED. AFTER SHUTDOWN A THOROUGH INSPECTION OF THE ACFT WAS MADE. THE INSPECTION 
INCLUDED THE CTL TUBES, XMISSION MOUNTS, LNDG GEAR, ROTOR BLADES AND THE POSSIBILITY OF A 
BIRD STRIKE. NO DAMAGE OR DISCREPANCIES WERE NOTED. THE ACFT WAS RUN-UP AND HOVERED 
WITH NO VIBRATION AND THE DETERMINATION THAT THE ACFT WAS AIRWORTHY WAS MADE. THE ACFT 
WAS FLOWN BACK TO ZZZ. DURING THE RETURN FLT THE VIBRATION WAS NOTED AGAIN IN CRUISE FLT. 
THE ACFT WAS LANDED AND THE VIBRATION WAS RECORDED AS A DISCREPANCY IN THE ACFT LOGBOOK. 
DURING MAINT INSPECTION A CRACK WAS FOUND ON THE MAST OF THE ACFT. CALLBACK 
CONVERSATION WITH RPTR REVEALED THE FOLLOWING INFO: THE RPTR STATED THE ACFT WAS A BELL 
407 AND WAS BUILT IN 1996 AND IS OPERATED AND MAINTAINED IN A PART 135 OP. THE RPTR SAID A 
SLIGHT VERTICAL VIBRATION WAS NOTED IN CRUISE AND A PRECAUTIONARY LNDG WAS MADE. THE ACFT 
WAS INSPECTED, RUN UP AND TEST HOVERED WITH NO VIBRATION. THE RPTR STATED THE HELICOPTER 
WAS FLOWN TO THE BASE AND THE VIBRATION WAS AGAIN NOTED AND WRITTEN UP IN THE LOG. THE 
RPTR SAID AN INSPECTION WAS MADE AND THE ROTOR MAST WAS FOUND AT FIRST TO BE CRACKED 120 
DEGS BUT THE CRACK CONTINUED UNDER THE PAINT TO A TOTAL OF 60 DEGS AROUND THE MAST 
CIRCUMFERENCE. THE RPTR STATED THIS WAS THE FIRST INCIDENT OF A CRACKED ROTOR MAST 
KNOWN TO OUR MAINT ORGANIZATION.

Synopsis : 
A BELL 407 WITH TWO RPTS OF A VERTICAL VIBRATION IN CRUISE WAS INSPECTED A SECOND TIME AND 
FOUND THE ROTOR MAST CRACKED 60% AROUND THE CIRCUMFERENCE.




